
HRTPO Transportation Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – October 2, 2013 

AGENDA ITEM #13: TRANSIT SERVICE DELIVERY ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATE: 
DRPT 

 
SUBJECT: 

The draft report on the how a portion of state transit funding will be allocated based on 
performance is currently undergoing public review. 

 
BACKGROUND: 

In 2011, the General Assembly passed Senate Joint Resolution (SJR) 297 that directed the 
Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) to study key issues relating to the 
distribution of funding to transit agencies within the Commonwealth of Virginia.  Specifically, the 
legislation called for the examination of Virginia’s current transit funding practices with respect 
to performance, prioritization, stability, and allocation.  The goal of the overall study was to 
assist the General Assembly as it considers how changes to the distribution methods for its 
capital and operating programs could help improve the effectiveness of public transportation 
funding.  DRPT completed its work in December 2012 and delivered a report to the General 
Assembly (Senate Document No. 11).  Subsequently, the 2013 General Assembly reacted to the 
SJR 297 findings and passed Senate Bill (SB) 1140 which established a new process for the 
allocation of state transit funding.  The General Assembly also created a Transit Service Delivery 
Advisory Committee (TSDAC) to work with DRPT in the development of the performance-based 
operating assistance allocation methodology.   

 
The TSDAC and DRPT have prepared a performance-based funding allocation methodology that 
will be utilized to distribute transit operating assistance funding above $160M annually through 
a phased approach.  The first phase will consist of a mid-year performance-based operating 
assistance allocation for FY 2014; performance will be based on the percent change between FY 
2011 and FY 2012.  The second phase will include a full year performance-based operating 
assistance allocation for FY 2015; performance will be based on a two-year rolling average using 
FY 2011, FY 2012, and FY 2013 performance data.  Phase I and Phase II will base the operating 
assistance funding allocation on a performance-based model that incorporates standard 
performance measures, as defined by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and published in 
the DRPT Grantee Handbook. TSDAC’s performance-based operating assistance allocation 
methodology will utilize certified performance data that have been collected and reported by the 
transit providers receiving state operating assistance grants. 
 
Ms. Amy Inman, DRPT Acting Planning and Mobility Programs Administrator, will brief the TTAC 
on this item. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

For discussion and informational purposes. 
  




