
HRTPO Transportation Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – July 3, 2013 

AGENDA ITEM #24: ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Announcements of interest to the TTAC may be made at this time. 
 
A. LRTP SUBCOMMITTEE 

The Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Subcommittee will meet directly following 
the TTAC meeting on July 3, 2013.  The meeting will be held in the Regional Board Room. 
 

B. CITIZEN TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

The HRTPO Citizen Transportation Advisory Committee (CTAC) will meet on Thursday, 
July 11, 2013, in the Regional Board Room.  The meeting begins at 12:00 p.m. 
 

C. HRTPO BOARD MEETING 

The Hampton Roads Transportation Planning Organization (HRTPO) Board will meet on 
Thursday, July 18, 2013, in the Regional Board Room.  The meeting will begin at 10:30 
a.m. 
 

D. TPS MEETING 

The Transportation Programming Subcommittee (TPS) will meet on Friday, July 19, 2013, 
in the Regional Board Room.  The meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m. 

 
E. NORFOLK AMTRAK SERVICE MARKS SIX-MONTH ANNIVERSARY 

In the attached news release, the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 
and Amtrak announce more than 70,000 passengers have traveled on the passenger rail 
service route between Norfolk and Washington, D.C. since service started on December 
12, 2012. 
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NEW NORFOLK SERVICE GROWING   

AS IT MARKS SIX-MONTH ANNIVERSARY  
WASHINGTON – The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) 

and Amtrak announce more than 70,000 passengers have traveled on the passenger rail service 
route between Washington, D.C., and Norfolk.  

Service to Norfolk started on Dec. 12, 2012, and provides a same-seat trip from the city 
to Petersburg, Richmond, Washington, D.C., Baltimore, Philadelphia and cities as far north as 
Boston.   
 “With the addition of the Norfolk train, residents of Southside Hampton Roads now have 
three reliable Amtrak alternatives in Norfolk to get to their destinations on time, instead of 
experiencing traffic delays in one of the most highly-congested areas of the State,” said Thelma 
Drake, director of DRPT. “Travelers have the option to choose direct train service from Norfolk, 
or board one of two Amtrak Thruway buses to the Newport News station. Three different 
departure and arrival times at Norfolk allow passengers to plan trips that work best for their busy 
schedules.”  

The DRPT, Amtrak, Norfolk Southern, CSX, and the city of Norfolk worked to start the 
service that extends the Amtrak Northeast Regional service to and from Norfolk.  

“The service expands mobility, increases connectivity and travel options to one of the 
state’s most populous regions,” Amtrak President and CEO Joe Boardman said. “Passenger rail 
is a vital alternative in Virginia's overall transportation solution and contributes to its current and 
future economic success.” 

To serve passengers in Norfolk, construction is under way for a train station adjacent to 
Harbor Park. It is expected to be completed in the fall.  

“The success of the Amtrak service solidifies Norfolk as one of the most multi-modal 
connected cities in the Commonwealth,” Mayor Paul Fraim said. “Amtrak Virginia is a great  
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Contact: Lynne McCarthy, DRPT 
804 786.4443 

lynne.mccarthy@drpt.virginia.gov 
 

Contact: Kimberly Woods 
202 906.3860 

Kimberly.woods@amtrak.com 
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partner providing a reasonable means of travel to Norfolk and neighboring communities." 

The round-trip train marked the return of intercity passenger rail service to Norfolk for 
the first time since 1977.  

The Norfolk train is the third service expansion launched under the Amtrak Virginia 
partnership, which has introduced service to Lynchburg in October 2009, followed by Richmond 
in July 2010. Virginia is the 15th state to partner with Amtrak for intercity passenger rail service, 
and the successful launch of these new services is made possible through the partnership between 
DRPT, Amtrak and the host railroads along the routes.  
 
About Amtrak Virginia:  
Amtrak Virginia is a program developed by the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) and 
Amtrak to provide more rail travel choices in Virginia. The new service promotes economic, tourism and 
environmental benefits. For more information visit AmtrakVirginia.com. 
 
About Amtrak®: 
Amtrak is America’s Railroad®, the nation’s intercity passenger rail service and its high-speed rail operator. A 
record 31.2 million passengers traveled on Amtrak in FY 2012 on more than 300 daily trains – at speeds up to 150 
mph (241 kph) – that connect 46 states, the District of Columbia and three Canadian Provinces. Amtrak operates 
intercity trains in partnership with 15 states and contracts with 13 commuter rail agencies to provide a variety of 
services. Enjoy the journey® at Amtrak.com or call 800-USA-RAIL for schedules, fares and more information. Join 
us on facebook.com/Amtrak and follow us at twitter.com/Amtrak. 
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