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 At August 24, 2015 meeting, 
Southampton County Board 
of Supervisors was 
presented with a request for 
HRTPO staff to work with 
Southampton County 
Planning Commission to 
develop an active 
transportation plan and 
unanimously agreed to it 
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 Definition: All forms of 
human-powered 
transportation, including 
connections to transit. 

 Biking and walking are the 
most common forms of active 
transportation 
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 Provide Southampton County with a resource to help 
pursue future opportunities for active transportation 
improvements that meet commuting and recreational 
needs. 
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 Health impacts 
• Active transportation is an opportunity for physical activity 

 Benefits: 

• Maintaining healthy weight 

• Strengthening bones and muscles 

• Improving mental health and mood 

 Economic impacts 
• Transportation cost savings 

• Increased property value 

• Increased economic activity  

 Transportation Impacts 
• Improved mobility and connectivity that does not require 

automobile 
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 Existing active 
transportation facilities 
primarily comprised of 
sidewalks 
• Condition of sidewalks 

vary by location 

 
Town of Courtland 

Town of Ivor 
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 11 crashes involving 
pedestrians occurred 
over five year period 
between 2012 – 2016 
• Two crashes along U.S. 58 

and U.S. 460 led to 
pedestrian fatalities 
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Location 
Crashes (2012 – 2016) Percentage of Bike/Ped 

Crashes Pedestrian Bicyclist Total 

Southampton County 11 0 1,028 1.1% 

Hampton Roads 2,160 1,206 127,603 2.6% 



 Most land is 
agricultural or forested 
with more intensive 
land uses in towns and 
village centers 
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 Concentrations of 
population and 
employment 
mostly at town 
level 
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2012 – 2016 American Community Survey 5 Year Estimates 

 18,291 residents: 47.8% Female, 52.2% Male 

 Median Age: 45.6 Years 

 Race: White (60.4%), Black (35.2%), Two or More Races 
(2.4%), Hispanic or Latino (1.4%), Some Other Race 
(0.3%), American Indian and Alaska Native (0.2%), Asian 
(0.1%) 

 Employment Among Southampton Residents: 
• In Virginia: 96.9% 

 In Southampton County: 35.1% 

 Means of commuting: 
• Driving car, truck, or van: 93.8% 

 Drove alone: 86.7% 

• Less than 1% walked to work 
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 HRTPO created 
“Degrees of 
Disadvantaged 
Communities” profile 
to identify groups that 
could experience 
challenges in access 
and mobility and 
potentially be 
adversely affected by 
transportation 
planning decisions 
• Maps of all nine 

disadvantaged group 
indicators in draft 
report. 

Example: Census block groups that 

exceed the regional average threshold for 

low-income households 
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 Area size  
• Area size: approximately 600 square miles 

• Challenge: Connecting the more populated areas across 
Southampton 

 Perception of active transportation 
• Mixed perception 

• Challenge: Providing active transportation that can be 
supported by both proponents and opponents and improve 
perception of active transportation by increasing awareness 

 Eminent Domain 
• Challenge: providing active transportation improvements that 

do not require the usage of eminent domain 
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 Steering Committee 
• Comprised of Southampton 

Planning Commission 
members and Southampton 
County residents 

• Provided input and guidance 
to HRTPO staff during plan 
development 
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  HRTPO conducted an extensive public outreach effort as 
part of plan development 

Survey at Franklin-

Southampton County 

Fair 

August 9 – 12, 2017 

Promoting active 

transportation at 

Community Fun Day 

2016 

April 30, 2016 

Survey at Franklin Fall 

Festival 

October 7, 2017 

Survey at County Administration Building, 

Walter Cecil Rawls Library, 

Online 

March 1 – 20, 2018 

Public Comment 

Opportunities at 

Community Day 2018 and 

Online 

April 21, 2018, May 1 -15, 

2018 
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 Total Received Responses: 116 

 
41 

Franklin-
Southampton 
County Fair 

20 

Franklin Fall Festival 

16 

County 
Administration 

Building 

6 

Walter Cecil Rawls 
Library 

33 

Online 

 Key Takeaways Sample: 
 

• More walking than biking 
done in Southampton County 

• In regards to comfort,  
 30% of survey participants said 

they were somewhat comfortable 
riding on low traffic roads.   

 Approximately 47% of survey 
participants are not comfortable 
riding next to motorized traffic, 
but would like to safely (separate 
from traffic) 

• Survey participants would bike 
and/or walk more in 
Southampton County if  
 There were more trails/off road 

paths (66%) 

 There were more biking and 
walking activities/events (46%) 

 There were more space on the 
roads (36%) 
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 Social Media Outreach Effort 
• Ran ad across Facebook over 

a 2 week period (May 1 – 15, 
2018) 

• Ad targeted to Southampton 
County only 

• Ad appeared 33,409 times 

• 4,225 of total population 
engaged the ad 

 163 clicked through to review 
the draft materials 

 Slightly higher interest in ad 
for women than men across 
most age groups 
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Interest in Ad 



 Vision statement: 

 

The Southampton County Active Transportation Plan sets forth 
a vision to enrich the County with safe bicycle and pedestrian 
accommodations that provide an efficient, alternate method of 
travel for users with varying skill levels, encourage active 
transportation, provide awareness, and uphold the unique 
qualities of the County. 

18 



 Promote active transportation in Southampton County by 
increased education and awareness opportunities 

 Plan for active transportation improvements that are 
representative of the County’s qualities and showcase its 
history 

 Provide active transportation accommodations that 
increase connectivity throughout the County so that 
users with varying skill levels can travel to their 
destinations with ease 

 Plan for active transportation improvements that support 
the goals of the County’s comprehensive plan 
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 Split into two categories: 

• Non-Physical Active Transportation Improvements 

• Physical Active Transportation Improvements 
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• Adoption as a component of Southampton County’s 
Comprehensive Plan 

• Establish and strengthen collaborative relationships between 
Southampton County, law enforcement, VDOT, HRTPO, and 
future land developers to further advance active transportation 
development efforts 

• Pursue available funding and grants for active transportation 
improvements 

• Encourage active transportation improvement considerations as 
part of future and improved roadway designs 

• Implement programs to encourage and provide awareness of 
active transportation 

21 

Actions that support and encourage the advancement of the 

physical active transportation improvements 



• Provide increased 
connectivity at the town 
level 

• Provide increased 
connectivity across 
Southampton County 

• Most of the 
recommended active 
transportation 
improvements are 
variations of active 
transportation facilities 
from Small Town and 
Rural Design Guide 
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 County Level  Town Level - Example 

Courtland 
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Review the draft report during the public comment 

period and submit comments to Theresa K. Brooks 

(tbrooks@hrtpo.org) by COB March 20, 2019. 

 

 

Note: Draft report will be available for review following 

TTAC meeting. 

mailto:tbrooks@hrtpo.org

