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ITEM #19: FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 
19A. NORFOLK AMTRAK SERVICE MARKS SIX-MONTH ANNIVERSARY 

In the attached news release, the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 
and Amtrak announce more than 70,000 passengers have traveled on the passenger rail 
service route between Norfolk and Washington, D.C. since service started on December 
12, 2012. 
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19B. DRAFT 2013 VIRGINIA PPTA PIPELINE 

The Office of Transportation Public-Private Partnerships (OTP3) has released the Draft 
2013 Virginia PPTA Pipeline, which contains both long identified public-private 
transportation projects and new conceptual projects.  The 2013 PPTA Pipeline includes 
ten candidate projects and ten conceptual projects identified by Secretary of 
Transportation Sean T. Connaughton, OTP3, and representatives from Virginia’s seven 
multimodal transportation agencies.  Candidate projects are those projects where enough 
work has been completed to move them through the screening process so that an 
informed procurement process decision can be made.  Conceptual projects are those 
projects where additional business and financial analysis is necessary before moving to 
the screening process.   
 
Candidate projects located in Hampton Roads included in the Draft 2013 PPTA Pipeline 
are: 
 

• I-64 HOV to HOT Conversion (VDOT/DRPT) 
• I-64 Peninsula Improvements (VDOT) 
• Hampton Roads Crossing Improvements (VDOT/DRPT) 

 
The conceptual projects include: 
 

• Route 460 Business Corridor Improvements (VDOT) 
 
The public and all interested stakeholders are encouraged to comment and provide 
feedback on the Draft 2013 PPTA Pipeline by August 1, 2013.  The OTP3 will host a 
webinar for industry representatives on July 22, 2013.  Additional details on the webinar, 
a copy of the draft pipeline, and information regarding OTP3 and any of Virginia’s 
ongoing PPTA projects can be found at: www.vappta.org. 
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19C. ADVOCACY ADVANCE: NAVIGATING MAP-21 WORKSHOP 

The HRTPO, along with the Tidewater Bicycle Association (TBA), will host a one-day 
“Navigating MAP-21 Workshop” in 2013 focused on Active Transportation.  The 
workshop will be held in the HRTPO’s Regional Board Room on August 8, 2013. 
 
The focus of these workshops is to teach participants how to maximize funding in the 
new Transportation Alternatives (TA) program under MAP-21 for bike/pedestrian 
projects at the state and local levels. The confirmed keynote speakers for this event 
include: 
 

• The Honorable William D. Sessoms, Jr., Mayor, City of Virginia Beach 
• The Honorable Clyde Haulman, Mayor, City of Williamsburg 

 
Advocacy Advance has set up a registration page for this event on its website 
(http://www.advocacyadvance.org/trainings/registration/chesapeake-va)  
and registration for this event is now open. 

 
19D. FY 2014 – 2019 SIX-YEAR IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

The Six-Year Improvement Program (SYIP) is a document that outlines planned spending 
for transportation projects proposed for construction development or study during the 
next six years.  The Code of Virginia requires the Commonwealth Transportation Board 
(CTB) to update the SYIP annually, and the succeeding five fiscal years, to allocate funds 
to interstate, primary, secondary and urban highway systems; public transit; ports; 
airports; and other programs for the immediate fiscal year.  The annual updates take into 
account any revised revenue estimates, project schedules, and project costs; the results of 
studies; and revised transportation priorities. 
 
The Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) approved the $15.7 billion FY 2014-
2019 Six-Year Improvement Program during its meeting on June 19, 2013: 

 
• Highways and Bridges - $11.5 billion ($2.5 billion increase) 
• Rail and Public Transportation - $2.9 billion ($.5 billion increase) 
• Hampton Roads Transportation Fund - $1.3 billion (new funding for 

transportation improvements in the Hampton Roads region) 
 
The FY 2014–2019 SYIP database and associated reports may be accessed at: 
http://syip.virginiadot.org/Pages/allProjects.aspx.     

http://www.advocacyadvance.org/trainings/registration/chesapeake-va
http://syip.virginiadot.org/Pages/allProjects.aspx


 

 
NEW NORFOLK SERVICE GROWING   

AS IT MARKS SIX-MONTH ANNIVERSARY  
WASHINGTON – The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) 

and Amtrak announce more than 70,000 passengers have traveled on the passenger rail service 
route between Washington, D.C., and Norfolk.  

Service to Norfolk started on Dec. 12, 2012, and provides a same-seat trip from the city 
to Petersburg, Richmond, Washington, D.C., Baltimore, Philadelphia and cities as far north as 
Boston.   
 “With the addition of the Norfolk train, residents of Southside Hampton Roads now have 
three reliable Amtrak alternatives in Norfolk to get to their destinations on time, instead of 
experiencing traffic delays in one of the most highly-congested areas of the State,” said Thelma 
Drake, director of DRPT. “Travelers have the option to choose direct train service from Norfolk, 
or board one of two Amtrak Thruway buses to the Newport News station. Three different 
departure and arrival times at Norfolk allow passengers to plan trips that work best for their busy 
schedules.”  

The DRPT, Amtrak, Norfolk Southern, CSX, and the city of Norfolk worked to start the 
service that extends the Amtrak Northeast Regional service to and from Norfolk.  

“The service expands mobility, increases connectivity and travel options to one of the 
state’s most populous regions,” Amtrak President and CEO Joe Boardman said. “Passenger rail 
is a vital alternative in Virginia's overall transportation solution and contributes to its current and 
future economic success.” 

To serve passengers in Norfolk, construction is under way for a train station adjacent to 
Harbor Park. It is expected to be completed in the fall.  

“The success of the Amtrak service solidifies Norfolk as one of the most multi-modal 
connected cities in the Commonwealth,” Mayor Paul Fraim said. “Amtrak Virginia is a great  

-more- 
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Contact: Lynne McCarthy, DRPT 
804 786.4443 

lynne.mccarthy@drpt.virginia.gov 
 

Contact: Kimberly Woods 
202 906.3860 

Kimberly.woods@amtrak.com 
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partner providing a reasonable means of travel to Norfolk and neighboring communities." 

The round-trip train marked the return of intercity passenger rail service to Norfolk for 
the first time since 1977.  

The Norfolk train is the third service expansion launched under the Amtrak Virginia 
partnership, which has introduced service to Lynchburg in October 2009, followed by Richmond 
in July 2010. Virginia is the 15th state to partner with Amtrak for intercity passenger rail service, 
and the successful launch of these new services is made possible through the partnership between 
DRPT, Amtrak and the host railroads along the routes.  
 
About Amtrak Virginia:  
Amtrak Virginia is a program developed by the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) and 
Amtrak to provide more rail travel choices in Virginia. The new service promotes economic, tourism and 
environmental benefits. For more information visit AmtrakVirginia.com. 
 
About Amtrak®: 
Amtrak is America’s Railroad®, the nation’s intercity passenger rail service and its high-speed rail operator. A 
record 31.2 million passengers traveled on Amtrak in FY 2012 on more than 300 daily trains – at speeds up to 150 
mph (241 kph) – that connect 46 states, the District of Columbia and three Canadian Provinces. Amtrak operates 
intercity trains in partnership with 15 states and contracts with 13 commuter rail agencies to provide a variety of 
services. Enjoy the journey® at Amtrak.com or call 800-USA-RAIL for schedules, fares and more information. Join 
us on facebook.com/Amtrak and follow us at twitter.com/Amtrak. 
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Paul Shanks  

Office of the Governor  
(804) 225-4262 

Contact

Governor McDonnell Releases Draft 2013 Virginia PPTA Pipeline 
– Next Generation of P3 Projects Will Continue Virginia's Progress Towards Meeting Multimodal 

Transportation Needs –
RICHMOND - Governor Bob McDonnell today released the Office of Transportation Public-Private Partnerships' ("OTP3") Draft 2013 
Virginia PPTA Pipeline. The pipeline - which contains both long identified public-private transportation projects and new conceptual 
projects - follows on the heels of a year in which the value of the deals closed exceeded almost all other transportation markets across 
the globe, and Virginia's P3 program was recognized as an international leader in public-private partnerships.

Speaking about today's release, Governor McDonnell said "The reforms implemented over the past three years to Virginia's PPTA 
program have turned what was already a nationally recognized program into an international leader. Through partnering with the private 
sector, over $5 billion worth of infrastructure projects have been closed with limited state investment. Not only are these projects 
tackling some of our most complicated and expensive transportation challenges, but they are creating jobs and economic growth and 
improving our citizens' quality of life. As we look to build upon these successes, the projects contained in this year's update to the PPTA 
pipeline provide potential solutions to reduce congestion, improve technology, and provide a greater level of service to the traveling 
public."

The 2013 PPTA Pipeline includes ten candidate projects and ten conceptual projects identified by Secretary of Transportation Sean T. 
Connaughton, OTP3, and representatives from Virginia's seven multimodal transportation agencies. Candidate projects are those projects 
where enough work has been done to move them through the screening process so that an informed procurement process decision can 
be made. Conceptual projects are those projects where additional business and financial analysis is necessary before moving to the 
screening process. 

Candidate projects included in the Draft 2013 PPTA Pipeline are:

I-66 Corridor Improvements (VDOT/DRPT)•
Air Rights Development (VDOT)•
I-64 HOV to HOT Conversion (VDOT/DRPT)•
I-64 Peninsula Improvements (VDOT)•
Hampton Roads Crossing Improvements (VDOT/DRPT)•
I-73 Corridor Improvement Project (VDOT)•
Route 460/58 Connector (VDOT)•
I-495 Express Lanes Extension (VDOT/DRPT)•
Cell Tower/Fiber Optic Opportunities (VDOT)•
Route 460/I-85 Connector (VDOT)•

The conceptual projects include:

Weigh-In-Motion Truck Validation System (DMV)•
Availability Payments (VDOT)•
Wallops Island Visitor and Support Facilities (VCSFA)•
Advertising/Sponsorship Opportunities (VDOT)•
Parking Facilities Enhancements (VDOT)•
New Park and Ride Facilities (VDOT)•
I-81 Managed Travel Lanes System (VDOT)•
Rest Area Enhancements - Electric Car Charging Stations (VDOT)•
Rest Area Enhancements - Truck Parking Facilities at High Priority Locations (VDOT)•
Route 460 Business Corridor Improvements (VDOT)•

This year's PPTA Pipeline also includes information on the progress made in advancing critical infrastructure projects such as the nearly 
$1.9 billion 495 Express Lanes, the $2.1 billion Downtown Tunnel/Midtown Tunnel/MLK Extension Project, and the $925 million I-95 
Express Lanes Project. Further, it discusses several new initiatives to better inform the public and Virginia's decision makers. These 
initiatives include a new PPTA Working Group comprised of General Assembly members and industry leaders, regularly updated 
newsletters, and the development of PPTA Public Involvement Guidelines to illustrate the various milestones throughout the project 
development and procurement process and identify the specific opportunities for public involvement and feedback. 

"Virginia's PPTA program is one of our most important tools for tackling large scale infrastructure projects," said Secretary Connaughton. 
"Not only does the private sector provide financial resources that make otherwise impossible projects doable, but, more importantly, it 
brings innovative new ideas to complex problems that can reduce costs and make projects deliverable more quickly."

Recommend Sign Up to see what your friends 
recommend.
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OTP3 Director Tony Kinn said "Governor McDonnell created OTP3 to consolidate the Commonwealth's P3 expertise under one roof and 
begin taking a more programmatic approach to how we advance these critical projects. The PPTA Pipeline is the embodiment of this effort 
by identifying both short and long-term opportunities to attract private sector investment in our transportation infrastructure."

Through August 1, 2013, the public and all interested stakeholders are encouraged to comment and provide feedback on the Draft 2013 
PPTA Pipeline, and OTP3 will host a webinar for industry representatives on July 22, 2013. 

Additional details on the webinar, a copy of the draft pipeline, and information regarding OTP3 and any of Virginia's ongoing PPTA 
projects can be found at: www.vappta.org.
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