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Regulatory Context






Quadrennial Certification is required for MPOs
designated Transportation Management Areas
(populations greater than 200,000) – 23 USC 134
Review focuses on compliance with federal law and
regulations, challenges, successes, and experiences
of the cooperative relationship between MPO, State
DOT, and transit operators
Only one of several methods used to assess the
quality of the regional planning process

Possible Outcomes


By regulation, FHWA and FTA have three
possible outcomes of a certification review
– Full Certification
– Certification subject to corrective actions
– Failure to Certify
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Notable Strengths









Technical Staff
Cooperation between State, MPO, and
transit operators
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Freight
Congestion Management System
HRT TRAFFIX

Corrective Action Items


Financial Planning



Public Involvement



Nondiscrimination

Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP)


Financial Plan
[23 U.S.C. 134(j)(2)(B), 23 CFR 450.324(i) and 450.324(h)]
¾ Demonstrate financial constraint by year and maintain fiscal
constraint
¾ Indicate resources from public and private sources reasonably
expected to be made available
¾ Include all projects and strategies funded under title 23 U.S.C.,
title 49 U.S.C Chapter 53, and other federal funds (including nonfederally funded regionally significant projects)
¾ Cooperatively developed by MPO, State, and public
transportation operator

Public Involvement




“The MPO Policy Committee needs to devise a
method of receiving public comment...” (2001
Federal Certification Review Finding).
The MPO participation plan must describe explicit
procedures, strategies, and desired outcomes for
“seeking out and considering the needs of those
traditionally underserved by existing transportation
systems such as low income and minority
households, who may face challenges accessing
employment and other services.” - 23 CFR
450.316(1)(vii)

Title VI: Assuring
Nondiscrimination


Develop a comprehensive, coherent, and
consistent system for assuring
nondiscrimination. This includes:
– Development of Title VI Program or agreeing to
use VDOT’s Title VI agreement delineating the
policies, processes and procedures for assuring
nondiscrimination in the MPO’s programs and
activities.

Recommended Improvements










Ensure that format of the UPWP meets regulations - 23 C.F.R.
450.308 (c)
Ensure that the format for annual listing of obligated projects meet
regulations - 23 C.F.R. 450.332(a)
Complete new agreement between MPO, State DOT, and transit
operators outlining mutual responsibilities - 23 CFR 450.314
Develop an educational document aimed at informing citizens what
the MPO is and does, the documents required by law to be produced
by the MPO, and how citizen participation in the regional
decisionmaking process is demonstrated in plan/program
development.
Coordinate with VDOT Hampton District office to verify financial
projection data for future MPO area Plans

Recommended Improvements


Draw a clear distinction between the PDC and the MPO



Establish Bylaws for the Hampton Roads MPO if none exist.





Increase attention, detail, and discussion regarding transit in the
next MPO long range multimodal plan (include strategies, needs,
funding issues, etc.). Also, include transit plan in MPO plan appendix
Develop a documented process that outlines roles, responsibilities
and key decision points for consulting with agencies and officials
responsible for other planning activities within the MPO area affected
by transportation (airport operations, freight, etc) – 23 CFR
450.316(e)



Assess MPO membership in light of emerging transportation related
issues.



Post TTC meeting and Bike/Pedestrian Committee meeting minutes
on HRMPO website

FHWA/FTA Action


Certification subject to corrective actions



MPO must come into full compliance with the
corrective actions identified in report





MPO is expected to give serious consideration to
full implementation of the recommendations for
improvement
FHWA/FTA in taking action on future products will
consider progress made by MPO towards
implementing improvements

Corrective Actions
1.

FHWA and FTA are requesting that the MPO in cooperation with
the State and public transportation operators make available a
financial plan for the Hampton Roads MPO’s TIP

2.

FHWA and FTA are requesting that the MPO, State, and public
transportation operators cooperatively reevaluate the
effectiveness, openness, and fullness of the Hampton Roads
MPO’s transportation planning and programming process as it
pertains to the intent and spirit of federal public participation
requirements, and in consideration of the State’s FOIA law

3.

FHWA and FTA requests that the MPO, State, and public
transportation operators work together to better describe in the
Hampton Roads MPO’s participation plan the explicit procedures,
strategies, and desired outcomes for seeking out and considering
the needs of low income and minority households in the
transportation planning process.

4.

FHWA and FTA request that the State and MPO work together to
develop a Title VI Plan for the Hampton Roads MPO.
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