
Transcribed Public Comments from the 
March 15, 2018 HRTPO Board Meeting 

 
The views and opinions expressed during the public comment period 

do not necessarily reflect the opinion or policy of the HRTPO. 
 
One person requested to address the HRTPO Board at the March 15, 2018 Meeting. Chair 
Shepperd asked them to limit their comments to three minutes. 
 
Ms. Donna Sayegh 
Portsmouth Citizen 
 
Good morning, my name is Donna Sayegh and I live in Portsmouth. In the agenda for today, 
there is a TRAFFIX annual report. The director reported that there was a reduction of 7.3 
million total vehicle miles traveled. Because of getting the vehicles off the road, it reduced 
carbon dioxide emissions of 3.3 tons. This information means that approximately 423,000 
car trips were reduced. The commute distance was 18.6 miles and over 821 parking spots 
were saved daily. This information was obtained from 685 organizations with almost ten 
thousand commuters participating. These commuters saved over 344,000 gallons of gas 
and over $3.9 million in commuting expenses. He reported that TRAFFIX included bike 
amenities, commuter rewards, employer outreach, guaranteed ride programs, park and 
ride matching, and van pool assistance. Does this make sense when there are complaints 
that there is not enough money from the gas tax so the General Assembly created the floor 
tax on gas to get more money? Where is the statistics to prove this report? What cities does 
this report cover? Look at Portsmouth Shipyard and Naval Hospital. What is being done for 
their commuting? Next, let's look at Hampton Roads Transportation Fund reports of sales, 
use and fuel taxes for Portsmouth. How come there are no notes regarding how much 
revenue is coming from the tolls? If no revenue is coming in, why not? The last thing I want 
to address is Senate Bill 942. This bill was passed in the General Assembly this year to 
increase the state sales and use tax of one percent in the City of Williamsburg and the 
counties of James City and York. The bill will also create a tourism council of the Greater 
Williamsburg Chamber and Tourism Alliance. This council will oversee the office of tourism 
and report annually to the chief executive officer of the City of Williamsburg and the 
counties of James City and York. Right here, right now, this body is a regional body. Now the 
General Assembly wants to splinter off sections of the region to get more money. When is 
the Virginia government going to give back to the people their own government? The 
General Assembly passed this law without the consent of the people. The Senator that 
represents District 18 did not consult with the people to put in her vote for or against this 
new regional splinter group. GO Virginia was created to generate substantial employment 
and economic benefit for the Commonwealth of free man.  Evidently that was a lie. Because 
the Commonwealth wants more money from this splintered regional group in addition to 
the floor gas tax. Thanks for listening. 
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