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ITEM #18: CORRESPONDENCE OF INTEREST 
 
A. VIRGINIA BEACH FY 2015-2020 SYIP PRIORITIES 

Attached is a letter, dated October 29, 2013, from the City of Virginia Beach to the 
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) regarding the FY 2015-2020 Six-Year 
Improvement Program. 
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B. GLOUCESTER FY 2015-2020 SYIP PRIORITIES 

Attached is a letter, dated November 5, 2013, from Gloucester County to the Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) regarding the FY 2015-2020 Six-Year 
Improvement Program. 
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C. RESPONSE TO HRTPO RESOLUTION 2013-09 FROM SENATOR JOHN MILLER 

Attached is a letter, dated November 12, 2013, from Senator John Miller to HRTPO Chair 
McKinley Price regarding HRTPO Resolution 2013-09 and the exclusion of the HRBT 
widening from the HRTF Candidate Project List. 
 
Attachment 18-C 

 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 29, 2013 
 
Mr. James S. Utterback 
District Administrator 
Hampton Roads District 
Virginia Department of Transportation 
1700 North Main Street  
Suffolk, Virginia  23434 
 
SUBJECT: Fiscal Year 2015-2020 Six Year Improvement Program (SYIP) 
 
Dear Mr. Utterback: 
 
In response to Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) request and to serve as the 
general basis for our coordination efforts during the development of the FY 15-20 SYIP, the City 
of Virginia Beach’s transportation priorities for the SYIP are contained herein. 
 
Those priorities include the following: 
 

1. Hampton Roads Transportation Fund (HRTF) Regional Priority Projects 
2. Improvements to the I-64/I-264 Interchange 
3. Improvements to the I-264 Corridor 
4. The Southeastern Parkway and Greenbelt Project 
5. The Urban Program 

 
HRTF CANDIDATE PROJECTS 
 
At the October 17, 2013 TPO meeting, the TPO staff presented the “HRTF Candidate Project” 
list of “Eligible” projects.  This list includes the I-64 Peninsula Widening Project; Third Crossing 
(Patriots Crossing) Project; Third Crossing (I-664 Widening) Project; I-64 Southside Widening 
Project; I64/I264 Interchange Project; US Route 460; and US Route 460/58/13 Connector.  We 
fully support these regional priority projects.  The “SPSA Interchange” Project is a component of 
the US Route 460/58/13 Connector Project.  We request VDOT use a phased approach to the 
implementation of the US Route 460/58/13 Connector Project, such that the SPSA Interchange is 
constructed by 2018. 
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I-64/I-264 INTERCHANGE 
 
The I-64/I-264 Interchange improvements project is a top priority for the City of Virginia Beach,  
as it is heavily used by Virginia Beach residents and visitors. We are frequently asked by 
Virginia Beach motorists to address this congestion problem. While the project primarily 
addresses congestion and numerous accidents at the westbound I-64 ramp, coming from 
Chesapeake, to eastbound I-264 in Norfolk, it also provides improvements at the Newtown Road 
and Witchduck Road interchanges in our City. In addition it provides the “Greenwich Road 
Flyover” over I-264, connecting Greenwich Road to Cleveland Street, which is a very important 
transportation component of our City network and a key piece to the economic development of 
this corridor.  We further request that this interchange project be phased.  We recommend that 
the Greenwich Road Flyover be the initial phase to be funded.  Significant investment has been 
made by the City Council to procure right of way for VDOT and to realign the intersection of 
Cleveland and Clearfield.  Additionally significant private investment is underway in 
anticipation of this most needed transportation improvement.  It is our understanding that design 
has reached the 60 percent mark and we urgently request the CTB direct VDOT to adopt a 
phased approach and move quickly into the right of way acquisition phase. 
 
I-264 Corridor 
 
The I-264 corridor is the City’s most important east-west primary route and directly contributes 
to the economic vitality of our City. Improvements to the Witchduck Road, Lynnhaven Parkway, 
Independence Boulevard, and Rosemont Road interchanges are all top priorities to the City. The 
planning efforts undertaken with the I-64/I-264 Corridor study to date by VDOT staff are 
appreciated. 
 
Improvement to the I-264/Witchduck Road interchange is understood to be a component of the I-
64/I-264 interchange improvements referenced in the preceding paragraph. The increased 
capacity and smoother traffic flows through the area will be realized with all of these 
improvements. The City believes both the interchange and the roadway network in this area will 
be enhanced through this project. Furthermore, the interchange will complement the on-going 
improvements to the Princess Anne Road/Kempsville Road Intersection and the proposed 
improvements to the second Witchduck Road urban project, thereby greatly enhancing 
transportation in the Kempsville District. 
 
Improvement to the I-264/Independence Boulevard interchange is our next priority for additional 
interstate funding. The existing configuration significantly decreases the efficiency along 
Independence Boulevard, as well as creates an unsafe condition when attempting to enter I-264 
from northbound Independence Boulevard. Improvements are becoming critical. 
 
Our next interchange improvement priority along I-264 is the completion of the Lynnhaven 
Parkway Interchange. This intersection requires a major reconfiguration due to the conflicts of 
the existing intersections at Virginia Beach Boulevard and Potters Road, which impact the 
efficiency of the current I-264 interchange, as well as Lynnhaven Parkway. The existing 
interchange also creates an unsafe condition when attempting to enter I-264 from northbound 
Lynnhaven Parkway. 
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Our final, but still critical, interchange improvement priority, along I-264, is at Rosemont Road.  
This intersection requires a major reconfiguration because of the conflicts of the existing 
intersections at Virginia Beach Boulevard and Bonney Road, which impact the efficiency of the 
current I-264 interchange. 
 
We understand that the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is supporting a 
comprehensive program for I-264 and its interchanges, rather than considering each interchange 
individually. While realizing the inherent logic in such an approach, particularly during the 
planning phase, we urge VDOT to construct those interchange improvements that can be 
accomplished with available funding. As we are all only too aware, waiting until everything is 
funded, often results in nothing being constructed. 
 
SOUTHEASTERN PARKWAY AND GREENBELT 
 
This project has, for many years, been an integral part of the Master Transportation Plan of the 
City of Virginia Beach and still remains our highest priority. Improvements to our citywide 
surface roadway network have been planned and implemented on the basis that this roadway will 
be constructed. 
 
The Commonwealth Transportation Board has approved the final corridor alignment and VDOT 
previously submitted the Final Environmental Impact Statement to Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) for approval. We appreciate the painstaking effort that has been 
required by VDOT in pursuing this project. The City strongly supports your continued efforts 
especially in light of the FHWA need to re-obligate funds during the ongoing sequestration 
period. We sincerely appreciate Rick Walton’s support in retaining funds for our City’s effort to 
partner with Old Dominion University in creating a micro-transportation model so as to validate 
the benefits of the SEPG.  Additionally, we have contracted with ODU to model and evaluate the 
EQSV (Equivalent Service Variation Alternative) which the Corps of Engineers continues to 
demand.  Thanks to Mr. Walton’s efforts, the FHWA has reimbursed the City of Virginia Beach 
the costs associated with creating the transportation model and the modeling study underway for 
the SEPG.  Our City Council endorses this project and we believe it will ultimately become a 
critical regional transportation project. We support VDOT evaluating other possible sources of 
State and Federal funding such as the National Highway Systems (NHS) funding to make this 
project a positive reality for the good of Virginia Beach, the region and our out-of-state visitors. 
Furthermore, we feel the SEPG is absolutely necessary to accomplish a major emergency 
evacuation of our city and that without this high speed thoroughfare, we are unable to provide 
the necessary infrastructure to provide for our citizens and our visitors safety.  
 
URBAN PROGRAM 
 
The proposed VDOT Urban Program for Virginia Beach contains four (4) projects listed below 
in order of priority. The list does not include the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
(CMAQ), Regional Surface Transportation Program (RSTP), and Highway Safety Improvement 
Program (HSIP) projects, as these are separate programs utilizing special dedicated funds.  
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