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ITEM #14: PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Members of the public are invited to address the HRTPO Board.  Each speaker is limited to three 
minutes. 
 
 
ITEM #15: SUBMITTED PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There was one submitted public comment.  Any written public comments received after the 
preparation of this agenda will be distributed as a handout at the meeting. 
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ITEM #16: TRANSCRIBED PUBLIC COMMENTS FROM PREVIOUS HRTPO MEETING 
 
The transcribed public comments from the October 15, 2015 HRTPO Board meeting are 
attached. 
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Transcribed Public Comments from the 
October 15, 2015 HRTPO Board Meeting 

 
 

One person requested to address the HRTPO Board at the October 15, 2015 Meeting.  Chair 
Johnson asked her to limit her comments to three minutes. 

 
Ms. Dianna Howard 
VBTP, VBTA, and TLP 
Hello.  My name is Dianna Howard and I am the Vice-Chair of the Virginia Beach Tea Party.  
I’m on the Board of the Virginia Beach Taxpayer Alliance and I'm the Legislative Chair of the 
Tidewater Libertarian Party.  I also spent 20 years in the military, half of it here in Hampton 
Roads, did two tours of duty at NOB and one at Dam Neck.  After that, I spent ten years in 
Chesapeake dispatching truck drivers and a year in Newport News.  So I'm well aware of the 
traffic and the problems in Hampton Roads.  So you would think the organizations I'm 
associated with would not have been for raising taxes for Hampton Roads for transportation, 
but we actually were for the raising of the sales tax for that.  Speaking of that, the Hampton 
Roads Transportation Fund is supposed to be used for roads, bridges, and tunnels.  Somebody 
over here asked if you had any idea where you were going to ask for this transit funding.  
Attachment 10 in your handout here says you are supporting using the Hampton Roads 
Transportation Fund for transit.  No.  Roads, bridges and tunnels.  Transit uses roads, and the 
most important thing about roads is if we can't move services and goods to market, we lose 
businesses and jobs.  You raised our taxes for roads, bridges and tunnels.  That is what we 
expect you to spend the money on.  You're sitting here concerned about that, and the other 
thing is you want to have the chief elected officer have somebody else be in their place.  If this 
is supposed to be a government closest to the people, the chief elected officer, our mayor, 
should not be replaced by somebody else.  It's supposed to be – we can vote him out if we don't 
like what he's doing here.  Now, in Virginia Beach, if he put another councilman here there, we 
could vote them out because we all vote for the city council and our mayor.  Other cities do not 
do that.  Norfolk does not do that.  If Mayor Fraim had somebody else on city council come 
here, they couldn't vote that person out.  The other thing is it sidesteps a conflict of interest.  If 
there's something to vote on and that mayor says, oh, I have an interest in that, I have stock in 
that or whatever, send somebody else there, that side steps that.  As far as the city, the county 
supervisors, I don't know what to do about you guys.  I didn't even know about you switching 
around like that, and I'm out of time.  Unbelievable.  Thank you, ma'am. 
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