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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
HRTPO Public Comment 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
RE:  General Taylor Freeway 
  
Name:   Mr. Robert Brown 
Date:   October 31, 2014 
Subject:   General Taylor Freeway 
 
Public Comment Input (Via E-Mail) 
 
CBA-9 Segment 1 will create no tangible benefit to the General Public without the other 4 
Segments. A much more cost effective solution that will achieve the 6 purpose and needs as 
described in HRCS CBA-9 Segments 1 & 3 is the General Taylor Freeway as described and 
illustrated by the Gen Taylor Freeway Map. This plan will save Billions of dollars in initial 
expense and achieve all 6 of the purpose and needs. The savings by not connecting Segment 1 to 
the Monitor Merrimac Bridge will pay for Segment 3. This will stop gridlock from taking place 
at the connection with the Monitor Merrimac Bridge. This results in a complete roadway for the 
cost of only Segment 1. The remaining Segments can be added later when necessary. Gen Taylor 
Freeway from Hampton Blvd. NOB Norfolk to Rt. 164 Western Freeway will fulfill the goal of 
moving truck traffic west from NIT. This route will create access to NOB Norfolk without 
introducing additional transit (vacation) traffic at NOB’s Main Gate’s. This will complete the 
planned Craney Island Connector necessary for the Craney Island Port Project. This construction 
sequence is a much more realistic approach to the original intent of this crossing. 
 
Environmental Assessment CBA 9 Segment 1 & 3 
                  Chapter 1.3 Purpose and Need 
No. 1 The need to reduce congestion at the Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel 
No. 2 The need for access between Southside and the Peninsula 
No. 3 Population growth increases pressure on transportation 
No. 4 Improve Military transportation in the area 
No. 5 Improve regional tourist transportation network 
No. 6 Port’s increase shipping volume requires additional highway expansion for container 
movement 
 
A careful examination of this report will reveal the folly of this plan. The true reason for this 
crossing is revealed in No.6 container truck traffic on Hampton Blvd. 
 
Needs No.1 through No.5 will not be accomplished as can be revealed by an unbiased 
investigation of this report. 
 
No.1 will not be achieved unless section 2 is built at the same time that section 1 and 3 are 
constructed. This requires 4 Tunnels and over 20 miles of new bridge. A trip on I-64 from 
Hampton Coliseum to Virginia Beach will require over 5 miles of additional travel on this 
convoluted route.  
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No.2 additional access from the Southside to the Peninsula will have the same problems as 
explained in No.1.  An additional crossing at the Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel is a much better 
solution. 
 
No.3 Increase in population will increase demand on the highway system in the future. The 
wasteful expense on this project about 5 billion dollars will place an unfair burden on the 
Citizens of Hampton Roads. These funds can be used much more equitably as described in other 
documents. 
 
No.4 Military movement will not be facilitated by the encroachment of transit traffic (tourist) at 
NOB Norfolk’s Main Gate’s at I-564 Runway Underpass. This will give the Navy a justification 
to reduce Personnel and Ships at NOB Norfolk. 
 
No.5 tourist travel (2001--4 million visitors) this route will not help with tourist travel. Quite the 
contrary it will add more than 5 miles as mentioned in No.1 to a trip to Virginia Beach. This 
additional unnecessary traffic at I-564 NOB Norfolk will create gridlock. 
 
No.6 the movement of shipping containers off Hampton Blvd. This appears to be the real reason 
this plan was conceived in the first place. This also brings to mind the old saying “Oh what a 
tangled web we weave when at first we start to deceive”. A more proper name would be “Spiders 
Web Crossing”. The problem of moving shipping containers and gaining access to NOB 
Norfolk, Hampton Blvd. can be achieved with other more efficient methods. Trucks create 95% 
of the damage to the highway system and they are indispensable for our quality of life. This leads 
to the conclusion that Roadways on land are more cost effective to build and maintain than 
Bridges. Eliminating as much Bridge Construction as possible is the most equitable solution. 
This also is another reason that this route is flawed unless you are a Bond Salesman or a Bridge 
Builder. 
 
 
 
 




