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ITEM #17: PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Members of the public are invited to address the HRTPO Board.  Each speaker is limited to three 
minutes. 
 
 
ITEM #18: SUBMITTED PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no submitted public comments.  Any written public comments received after the 
preparation of this agenda will be distributed as a handout at the meeting. 
 
 
ITEM #19: TRANSCRIBED PUBLIC COMMENTS FROM PREVIOUS HRTPO MEETING 
 
The transcribed public comments from the July 19, 2018 HRTPO Board meeting are attached. 
 
Attachment 19 
  



Transcribed Public Comments from the 
July 19, 2018 HRTPO Board Meeting 

 
The views and opinions expressed during the public comment period 

do not necessarily reflect the opinion or policy of the HRTPO. 
 
One person requested to address the HRTPO Board at the July 19, 2018 Meeting. Chair 
Shepperd asked them to limit their comments to three minutes. 
 
Ms. Donna Sayegh 
Portsmouth Citizen 
 
Good morning, my name is Donna Sayegh and I live in Portsmouth. There are four items on 
the agenda I would like to address. At the last board meeting in May, there was no one 
available to give a comment from the Virginia Port Authority. The Virginia Port Authority is 
a major revenue source for Virginia, as well as the localities, especially Portsmouth. The 
Virginia Port Authority is growing, through a major expansion in Portsmouth. This 
expansion has created a hardship on the people of Portsmouth. This hardship came with a 
court case that cost the public over $760,000 to pay for attorney fees. In November 2016, 
the Virginia Port Authority executed a lease agreement with the Virginia International 
Gateway. The Virginia International Gateway transferred ownership of over $64 million in 
taxable personal property to the Virginia Port Authority. We, the people, lost $64 million in 
tax revenue with this property transfer. We had to ask the General Assembly for a treasury 
loan to replace that loss of revenue. It's been reported that we, the people, are the twelfth 
fiscally stressed locality in the state. With the Port on our land, we, the people, should not 
be fiscally stressed at all. This board needs to be aware that we, the people, in Portsmouth 
need to be protected by this HRTPO Board. The liaison from the port needs to be held 
accountable for his absence and not reporting how the Virginia Port Authority has affected 
us. The second issue is the one regarding no military liaisons update.  The military is doing 
something all the time. Portsmouth has the Coast Guard base and military people walking 
around downtown all the time. There was a private memorandum of agreement created 
some time ago that needed to be announced to this board for all people to have a copy of 
what it reads. The third one is item number F, regarding all the information that comes to 
this board regarding Portsmouth needs to come to the people, either through our Economic 
Development Authority or our Portsmouth Port Industrial Commission before it comes 
here to be voted on. The fourth one is the legislative item coordination of an effort among 
all Urban Crescent localities and school divisions resulting in increased state funding for 
the K-12 public education purposes. What are the details of this item, how is this agenda 
item coordinated with the school divisions? We need to look at the school division method 
in handling discipline. We need to review methods to implement restorative justice 
practices in all the regional schools and the yearly cost of a youth in prison is over 
$225,000 a year. Before we talk about increased funding, let's look at the budget of schools 
closer to see how the money is wasted before we make a general statement. Thanks for 
listening. 
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