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September 17, 2015 
 
Ms. Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Mail Code 1101A 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20460 
 
Re: Proposed Revision to NAAQS for Ozone 
 
Dear Administrator McCarthy: 
 
On behalf of the Hampton Roads Transportation Planning Organization (HRTPO), I am 
writing to submit comments on the current proposal by the EPA to revise the National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone.   
 
As a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), the HRTPO is responsible for 
transportation planning and programming for the Hampton Roads region and its nearly 1.7 
million citizens.  Hampton Roads is an attainment area for the current ozone standard and 
was a maintenance area for the previous standard.  The HRTPO has been proactive with 
regard to voluntary air quality improvements including:  
 

• Carefully selecting projects for funding under the Congestion Mitigation and Air 
Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ) that provided the greatest reduction in the 
precursors to ozone for each dollar spent, and 
 

• Developing an Ozone Advance Action Plan (submitted to the EPA on April 23, 2013). 
 
Reducing the ozone standard could result in Hampton Roads being redesignated as a 
nonattainment area.  Such a designation would affect the plans, programs, and processes of 
the HRTPO most directly in terms of reinstating the requirement to conduct air quality 
conformity analyses on the Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP).  As I am sure you are aware, the conformity analysis process 
increases the time it takes to move ahead with important transportation infrastructure 
improvements.  The resulting delay in transportation system improvements is contrary to 
the goal of accelerating project delivery that has been an essential element of recent federal 
transportation funding authorizations.   
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The health of our citizens is very important to the HRTPO and we support the setting of air 
quality standards based on sound science.  However, the EPA’s own Clean Air Scientific 
Advisory Committee (CASAC) has acknowledged a level of uncertainty in the scientific data 
regarding this issue.  Accordingly, the HRTPO recommends that a careful and 
comprehensive evaluation be completed before any change is made to the current 
standard, with specific consideration to impacts on the transportation planning and 
funding process these proposed changes to the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS) for ozone not be implemented at this time. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to submit comments on the proposal to revise the ozone 
standard.  If you have any questions regarding the above or would like to discuss this topic 
further, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Robert A. Crum, Jr., Executive Director, at 757-
420-8300 or rcrum@hrtpo.org.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
McKinley L. Price, DDS 
Chair 
 
MSK/kg 
 
Copy: HRTPO Board Members 
 The Honorable Aubrey Layne, Virginia Secretary of Transportation 

John Malbon, Commonwealth Transportation Board 
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