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ITEM #12: PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Members of the public are invited to address the HRTPO Board.  Each speaker is limited to three 
minutes. 
 
 
 
ITEM #13: SUBMITTED PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were two submitted public comments (attached).  Any written public comments received 
after the preparation of this agenda will be distributed as a handout at the meeting. 
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ITEM #14: TRANSCRIBED PUBLIC COMMENTS FROM PREVIOUS HRTPO MEETING 
 
The transcribed public comments from the July 16, 2015 HRTPO Board meeting are attached. 
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Transcribed Public Comments from the 
July 16, 2015 HRTPO Board Meeting 

 
 

One person requested to address the HRTPO Board at the July 16, 2015 Meeting.  Chair 
Price asked him to limit his comments to three minutes. 

 
Mr. Ellis James 
Norfolk Citizen 
Thank you, Chairman Price.  Members of the TPO, my name is Ellis W. James, I'm a lifelong 
resident of the City of Norfolk.  I'd like to bring to your attention an incident that occurred 
about a week ago Tuesday, which I think possibly strikes at the heart of the quality of life for 
Norfolk, and it may be applicable in some other areas, but I'm not certain.  There was a train 
that suddenly blocked Granby Street, which is the main north/west -- I'm sorry, north/south 
artery in Norfolk.  It blocked Granby Street for almost an hour.  People riding public transit 
obviously missed their connections.  There are also very important institutions: DePaul 
Hospital, further south from the location there at Wards Corner, we have the big fire station at 
Thole Street right at Granby High School and so on.  I was astounded.  I had never seen a 
container train of that size or magnitude.  I thought I was watching a coal train.  I counted 
over two hundred cars, which really surprised me.  Now, my point simply is this.  Either there 
has been suddenly a dramatic change in the VIT train arrangement for bringing in containers 
or there was a glitch, a major glitch on that occasion.  I'm concerned about that.  That would 
suggest that this body needs to make sure from a transportation perspective a good handle on 
this particular type of situation.  You also know, I'm sure some of you, that Granby Street also 
is one of the areas where you connect with the Hampton Roads Tunnel.  And so there are many, 
many serious implications in the mind of this resident that need to be looked at and checked 
on, and I would appreciate that.   
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