ITEM #13: HRCS - SEIS: ALTERNATIVES AND PUBLIC COMMENT PROCESS DISCUSSION:
Bob Crum and Camelia Ravanbakht, HRTPO
SUMMARY:
The Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is anticipated to be complete in
early August. The public comment period is scheduled for the August/September timeframe.
Mr. Bob Crum, Executive Director, and Dr. Camelia Ravanbakht, Deputy Executive Director,
HRTPO, will brief the HRTPO Board on this item.
BACKGROUND:

The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), in coordination with the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), has initiated the preparation of a Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement (SEIS) for the Hampton Roads Crossing Study (HRCS). The SEIS will re-evaluate the
findings of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and the Record of Decision (ROD)
that were approved by the FHWA in 2001.

The Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) from the original HRCS-FEIS was Candidate Build
Alternative (CBA) 9. This option is one of three alternatives retained in the Final EIS being reexamined along with any other alternatives identified in the SEIS scoping which commenced in
July 2015. CBA-9 was approved by the Commonwealth Transportation Board (March 2001) and
the HRTPO (July 1997 and June 2013).
There are currently four options under review by VDOT (A-D) that will address travel demand,
improved transit access, increased regional accessibility, geometric deficiencies, emergency
evacuation, improved strategic military connectivity, and increased access to port facilities. The
discussion will focus on the alternatives as they relate to anticipated future growth patterns,
existing traffic patterns, and expected traffic flow directions by the 2040 horizon year.

The Draft EIS is set for a public review in early August of 2016. The HRTPO Board is tentatively
scheduled to select an alternative at its October 2016 meeting and the Commonwealth
Transportation Board (CTB) is tentatively scheduled to take official action on an alternative at
its November 2016 meeting.
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RECOMMENDED ACTION:
For Information and Discussion.
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