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Summary Minutes 

HRTPO Rural Transportation Technical Advisory Committee 

Meeting of October 28, 2016 

1. Call to Order 
As chair, Mr. Goodwin called the meeting to order at 1:07 pm in the Regional Building 
Board Room, with the following in attendance: 
  
Members Present:  
Donald Goodwin (FR)   Beth Lewis (SH) 
Eric Stringfield (VDOT)   Gerald Kee (VDOT) 
         
Other Participants Present:  
Ray Hunt (VDOT)     
  
HRTPO Staff:      
Dale Stith         
Theresa Jones  
Leonardo Pineda II     
        
2. Public Comment Period 
There were no public comments. 
 
3. Submitted Public Comments 
There were no submitted public comments. 
 
4. Approval of Agenda  
Chair Goodwin asked for changes made to the agenda.  Hearing none, he asked for the 
approval of the agenda.  Mr. Kee made the motion to approve the October 28, 2016 RTTAC 
Meeting agenda.  Mr. Stringfield seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  The motion 
carried. 
 
5. 2040 Rural Long-Range Transportation Plan - Update  
Mr. Pineda updated the RTTAC members on the work for the 2040 Rural Long-Range 
Transportation Plan (RLRTP).  As part of the 2040 RLRTP development process, HRTPO 
staff has defined the plan goals and objectives and provided updates to the existing 
conditions in the rural planning area.  In addition, HRTPO staff has partially updated the 
socioeconomic data forecasts/TAZ allocation (i.e. needing RTTAC approval for completion).  
Once HRTPO staff receives changes to the 2040 RLRTP candidate projects from localities, 
the projects will be evaluated via the Project Prioritization Tool. 
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6. 2040 Transportation Analysis Zone (TAZ) Allocation 
As part of the 2040 RLRTP development process, HRTPO staff updated the socioeconomic 
data forecasts for population and employment to the planning horizon year 2040.  The 
socioeconomic data forecasts, which HRTPO staff allocated to TAZs, are necessary inputs 
for the travel demand model to forecast future traffic; future traffic projects are used to 
identify and to prioritize transportation needs.  Mr. Pineda informed the RTTAC members 
that HRTPO staff required committee approval of the TAZ allocations in order to proceed in 
the 2040 RLRTP development process. 
 
Ms. Lewis inquired HRTPO staff regarding incorrect TAZ allocations, specifically TAZs 
showing “0” for employment in 2009.  Ms. Stith informed the committee members that 
those TAZ allocations are most likely NP (Not Published).  HRTPO staff planned to confirm 
this assumption with the committee members following the meeting. 
 
Ms. Lewis made the motion to approve the 2040 RLRTP TAZ allocations, subject to 
verification of the Not Published values.  Mr. Kee seconded that motion.  All were in favor.  
The motion carried. 
 
7. Project Recommendations for the 2040 RLRTP 
Mr. Pineda briefed the RTTAC members on this agenda item.  In working with localities and 
VDOT, HRTPO staff reviewed the status of project recommendations from the 2035 RLRTP, 
making note of projects completed as well as projects which may no longer be a priority for 
the localities.  Mr. Pineda inquired the RTTAC members for changes made to the draft 2040 
RLRTP candidate projects list.  Once approved, HRTPO staff will evaluate the candidate 
projects in the Project Prioritization Tool. 
 
The RTTAC members provided changes to the draft 2040 RLRTP candidate projects list and 
also provided additional candidate projects for staff to evaluate with the Project 
Prioritization Tool.  Ms. Lewis made the motion to approve the amended candidate 
projects list for the 2040 RLRTP.  Mr. Kee seconded that motion.  All were in favor.  The 
motion carried. 
 
8. Southampton County Active Transportation Master Plan 
Ms. Jones briefed the RTTAC members of HRTPO’s planning efforts to develop an active 
transportation plan for Southampton County.  HRTPO staff will complete this task in two 
phases: 

• Phase I – data collection 
• Phase II – Data evaluation and plan recommendations. 

 
Ms. Jones informed the RTTAC members that HRTPO staff will be working with a steering 
committee to provide guidance throughout the development of this active transportation 
plan.  Mr. Stringfield suggested including a VDOT representative to the steering committee. 
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9. Hampton Roads Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA) Expansion  
Ms. Stith briefed the RTTAC members on the status of the Hampton Roads MPA expansion.  
Since the implementation of HB2313 in 2013, residents of the City of Franklin and 
Southampton County were contributing to the Hampton Roads Transportation Fund 
(HRTF) – a funding mechanism established by the General Assembly for major 
transportation projects in the region.  Although the two localities were voting members of 
the Hampton Roads Transportation Accountability Commission (HRTAC), they were not 
members of the HRTPO.  A Memoranda of Agreement signed between each locality and the 
HRTPO in July 2013 provided the localities with voting rights on HRTPO matters that 
involved the use of HRTF monies, but portions of those MOAs were made null and void 
with the creation of the HRTAC in 2014. 
 
The HRTPO coordinated with Franklin, Southampton County, and state/federal 
transportation staff on how to best provide Franklin and Southampton County with proper 
representation during decision-making related to the use of regional HRTF funds.  It was 
determined that the most straight-forward way to accomplish this goal would be to expand 
the Hampton Roads MPA to include portions of Franklin and Southampton County, thereby 
providing each locality with full voting rights on the HRTPO Board and its advisory 
committees. 
 
Ms. Stith informed the group that HRTPO staff received resolutions of support from the 
localities and that the HRTPO bylaws have been updated.  The HRTPO is waiting on 
Governor McAuliffe to approve the MPA change. 
 
10. Old/New Business  
Ms. Stith informed the RTTAC members that the HRTPO will hold a scenario planning 
workshop on November 8, 2016 in the Regional Building Board Room. The HRTPO invited 
a panel of other Metropolitan Planning Organizations to discuss best practices in scenario 
planning. Locality participation is welcomed for the workshop. 
 
11. Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the RTTAC is to be determined. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 2:06 P.M. 


