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Two people requested to address the HRTPO Board at the May 21, 2015 Retreat.  Chair 
Price asked them to limit their comments to three minutes. 
 

Mr. Frank Papcin 
Virginia Beach Citizen 
Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. I'm about to make something, I'm about to say 
something that probably doesn't belong in this particular meeting, but the reason I'm going to 
bring it up at this meeting is because every one of you people represents everyone that pays 
the taxes for the regional tax, and it's your responsibility to see that that money gets used and 
not put into a savings account to be kept.  Right now, the only projects I see going on are on 
the other side of the HRBT, the bridge, for expansion of 64, and I don't see very much other 
than that, and yet we're collecting $11 million a month that you people aren't spending.  Is it 
bad enough that the projects that we were -- this is supposed to be for congestion and 
everything that's on the agenda is for the benefit of the ports, which I'm in full agreement with.  
I love the idea of giving the ports what they need, but let's face the facts.  At the rate that you 
people are going, and you're the ones that have control, at the rate you're going, I'll be long 
gone before you even get I-64 expanded all the way up to Richmond, much less all the other 
projects that you have in mind if you do them one at a time, and you cannot do them one at a 
time, and you have the money not to do them one at a time, and the idea that maybe people 
are stalling for congestion to get so bad because the ports are improving.  There are 
containers shipped out on trucks are over 73,000 a month.  That's a lot of trucks on the road, a 
lot of congestion, and it's improving. You just gave them $115 million to get the trucks on the 
road even faster which is going to make traffic worse, and all you're doing is one project at a 
time?  Are you stalling so that Richmond can turn around and come down here and say hey, 
listen, you need a public-private partnership agreement so we can turn around and put tolls on 
the road and that way people can turn around and pay for the roads and the commission to do 
the tolls and a profits of this private organization, and it's your responsibility to help the 
people you represent, and I know that this is the wrong place, but you are the representatives 
of the people that I am speaking for, and I really appreciate you listening.  Thank you. 
 
Mr. Ellis James 
Norfolk Citizen 
Good morning.  Thank you, Chairman Price.  Members of the TPO, my name is Ellis W. James, 
and I reside in the city of Norfolk.  I'm not a professional artist, however, I would like to paint a 
picture for you this morning. It's the run up to Memorial Day, and by the way, thanks to all the 
veterans and the organizations for their service to this country. I was listening to the radio and 
AAA was telling us about how many thousands and thousands of people in vehicles were 
coming to Hampton Roads area for the Memorial Day weekend, one of the most important 
weekends in many ways for our region. Now, not too far away from here in Texas, they have 
just recently decided to change the law and ban localities and local control on the part of those 
communities who wish not to have fracking because of their shortage of water and a lot of 
other reasons.  Unbelievable.  Could it happen in the Commonwealth of Virginia?  You bet your 
bottom dollar it can.  There's an election coming up in November, and you jolly well better pay 
close attention because those folks changed the law in the face of the desires of the local 
control people who were their fellow conservatives. Let's take the East Coast.  Some months 



ago, I asked and requested that the TPO take a close look at the impact of the push to do 
fracking east of I-95 on traffic, trucks, all of the other things that come into play.  And so far, I 
haven't been able to get any kind of significant numbers, but I really would like to call that to 
your attention again.  It's Memorial Day weekend, and if we have the kind of nonsense that is 
now happening in -- off the coast of California and on the coast of California, it is going to be 
our fault and no one else's.  Pipe lines were supposed to be one of the safest methods of 
transport of oil, and all of the sudden we suddenly discover that we've got another oil spill.  
Can you imagine the Governor of Virginia declaring an emergency for the East Coast and for 
Virginia Beach and Hampton Roads?  I don't like that picture, and I think all of us should pay 
close attention to what's happening.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 


