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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
HRTPO Public Comment 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
RE:  Correspondence to Secretary of Transportation Aubrey Layne 
  
Name:   Mrs. Claudia Lee 
Date:   May 8, 2014 
Subject:   Patriots Crossing/Route 460 
 
 
Public Comment Input (Via U.S. Mail) 
 
Dear Mr. Layne,  
Thanks for coming out to Chesapeake for the transportation meeting. In looking over the 
projects for the area, most of them should have big fat DUR'S after them. We all know these 
should have been done years ago. I blame Richmond for not stepping up and handling the 
states infrastructure as Congress should have.  
 
The only project I have a major issue with is the "Patriots Crossing". This just creates a 
bottleneck in the river. It will create traffic jams on the interstates and will put more trucks on 
roads that were not built to handle them. Quite a few warehouses are within a half a mile of my 
house. As I said at the meeting, we are having a major issue with trucks on the back roads in my 
area, which lies between 460 and 58. Indian Trail runs east-west between these two primary 
roads. Truckers are using their gps units to use the shortest route to their destination without 
giving thought to the roads their units are putting them on. In a lot of cases, company 
dispatchers are giving the drivers the directions to their destinations. Of course these 
dispatchers are out of state and have no idea or don't care about appropriate road usage. 
If at all possible, I highly recommend building up rail capacity to keep from overloading the 
highways and back roads with truck traffic. From what I can see on the rail map, the short line 
from Norfolk into Suffolk and the Norfolk/Southern line from Norfolk through Suffolk could be 
used. Yes this will mean that rail crossing and rail line improvements will need to be made on 
the lines from Norfolk to Suffolk.  
 
I understand the reason behind stopping the 460 toll road project. I can't believe it went as far 
as it did without permits. What a waste of$300 million. I wasn't a fan anyway. However, 460 
needs to be made into a divided highway to separate everybody. There is no room for error on 
this road. There are inadequate shoulders and nothing separating opposing traffic. With 
distribution warehouses for Food Lion, Amazon, Wal-Mart, Target, Ace Hardware, the Navy 
Exchange, with more coming, located along 58, truck traffic is very heavy. Help! 
 
Staff Response 
 
Having received your letter to Transportation Secretary Aubrey Layne, HRTPO staff will be 
forwarding the letter to Secretary Layne and will include your letter as a handout at the May 15, 
2014 HRTPO Board meeting as a submitted Public Comment.  This comment, will therefore be 
made available to all attendees of the meeting itself.  
 


