AGENDA ITEM #9:

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

A. Developing a Regional Active Transportation Map
In its continuing endeavor to plan for and build a balanced multimodal
transportation network, HRTPO staff, in collaboration with localities and the
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), is developing a regional active
transportation map. As noted in the October 2012 Regional Active Transportation
Research Scan, data on the existing bicycle/pedestrian infrastructure across
localities was collected and combined into a single GIS layer file. Bicycle facilities in
the region range from shared roadways/lanes to separated bike paths, whereas
pedestrian facilities range from trails to sidewalks. Subsequently, a thorough
evaluation of the data is being conducted to ensure consistency and standardize
facility attributes across all member localities.
This regional active transportation map will serve as a guide to understanding the
gaps in the regional bicycle/pedestrian network and in developing priorities for the
2040 LRTP. HRTPO staff anticipates completing this version, Version 1.0, of the map
before the end of FY14.

B. Support for Victory Boulevard (Route 171) Widening

Attached is the City of Poquoson and York County Board of Supervisors joint letter
of support for the widening of Victory Boulevard (Route 171) within the City of
Poquoson and York County.
Attachment 9-B

C. Communication from Safe Routes to School National Partnership
Attached is the letter received from Safe Routes to School National Partnership
providing comments on HRTPO’s draft Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP).
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March 12, 2014
Mr. Mike Kimbrel, Project Manager
HRTPO
723 Woodlake Drive
Chesapeake, Virginia 23320
via mkimbrel@hrtpo.org
Dear Mr. Kimbrel:
The Safe Routes to School National Partnership is a network of hundreds of organizations with a
mission to advance safe walking and bicycling to and from schools, and in daily life, to improve the
health and well‐being of America’s children and to foster the creation of livable, sustainable
communities. As a resident of the Hampton Roads region, I wanted to specifically provide comment
on the HRTPO’s draft Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) for FY 2014.
I am pleased to see that strengthening multi‐modal transportation planning and emphasizing efficient,
user‐focused investments are among the four priorities in the UPWP. There is a shift nationally in
demand for alternative transportation with a decline in overall vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and an
increase in transiti and even non‐motorized transportation. While the Hampton Roads region may not
be on the same trajectory yet, the September 2013 Visioning Survey Report indicates that residents of
the region favor transportation alternatives, and there is a need to have greater connections between
the various transportation modes.
Recommendations
As HRTPO considers ways to improve transportation planning throughout the region, I have two
recommendations at this time:
1) Include health as a component in project prioritization methodologies. Public health is
increasingly used as a parameter in transportation planning throughout the country. As stated in a
report we co‐produced with the American Public Health Associationii, the connection between
transportation and health is indisputable. I would be more than willing to work with HRTPO to
provide models and best practices for how health has been factored into transportation planning
elsewhere.
2) As HRTPO revises its methodology to allocate funds with the changes precipitated by HB2313, I
think that it is time to adopt a Complete Streets policy for the region. While the Commonwealth
Transportation Board (CTB) adopted the Policy for Integrating Bicycle and Pedestrian
Accommodations in 2005, implementation at local levels throughout the Commonwealth have
been spotty, at best, and we have found that regional and local policies tend to have better
implementation standards. An effective Complete Streets policy will help to accomplish all of the
priorities set forth in the draft UPWP. I am happy to provide examples of regional Complete
Streets policy.
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I am excited and encouraged by the vision and opportunities set forth by the UPWP and look forward
to engaging with you more in the revision of the Long‐Range Transportation Plan.
If you have any questions or would like further information on the ideas I have initiated here, please
do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,

Stephanie Weber
Regional Network Manager
Safe Routes to School National Partnership
Williamsburg, VA

i
ii

http://www.apta.com/mediacenter/pressreleases/2014/Pages/140310_Ridership.aspx
http://saferoutespartnership.org/sites/default/files/pdf/The_Final_Active_Primer.pdf
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