
   HRTPO Board Meeting │ March 17, 2016 │ Agenda 

ITEM #12: PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Members of the public are invited to address the HRTPO Board.  Each speaker is limited to three 
minutes. 
 
 
ITEM #13: SUBMITTED PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no submitted public comments.  Any written public comments received after the 
preparation of this agenda will be distributed as a handout at the meeting. 
 
 
ITEM #14: TRANSCRIBED PUBLIC COMMENTS FROM PREVIOUS HRTPO MEETING 
 
The transcribed public comments from the February 18, 2016 HRTPO Board meeting are 
attached. 
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Transcribed Public Comments from the 
February 18, 2016 HRTPO Board Meeting 

 
Three people requested to address the HRTPO Board at the February 18, 2016 Meeting.  Chair 
Johnson asked them to limit their comments to three minutes. 

 
Ms. Donna Sayegh 
Portsmouth Citizen 
Good morning.  My name is Donna Sayegh and I live in Portsmouth.  Here's a regional map I got 
from an engineer over there in Portsmouth, and it's a regional map of Portsmouth and by this map, 
you can see that we're locked in by major employers: the port, the shipyard, the naval hospital.  And 
at the end of the day, we have traffic backup to the Midtown Tunnel and the Downtown Tunnel.  By 
the way, I didn't see any transport buses in line to get through the tunnels.    So what does this mean 
for the taxpayers?  This body and many others associated with this, has been created by the state 
and federal governments to fix this congestion.  This body planned another tunnel at the Midtown.  
I don't know how this plan, the Transportation Planning Organization got to VDOT and ERC to sign 
a contract on December 5, 2011.  That's just an example.  Here's the cost of the funding from the 
Elizabeth River Tunnel, and I don't know how the knowledge is translated to the people now.  The 
project valued $2.1 billion dollars with $112.5 million in contributions from the Commonwealth of 
Virginia to defer tolls on the Elizabeth River tunnels, $391 million in contributions from the 
Commonwealth of Virginia to reduce to the tolls on the Elizabeth River Tunnels, $78 million in 
contributions from the Commonwealth of Virginia to eliminate tolls on the MLK Extension.  How 
does this translate into the Elizabeth River Tunnel toll payment options of E ZPass, pay the plate, 
and a missed toll?    Now, the missed tolls is a big issue at the General Assembly with bills 
addressing the failure to pay tolls.  What I want to know is how come there were no toll booths put 
on the tunnel to prevent all this hassle for the people who are traveling?  My last question is this:  
How is the communication flowing from this body to the people before going to the General 
Assembly?  I was shocked to see Kevin Page and Thelma Drake at the General Assembly at the two 
meetings I attended.  So I need communication because this is the way I learn.  Sitting in these 
meetings without engagement does not allow me to understand all that is presented and/or voted 
on, and I need conversations to fulfill my learning style and fill in the gaps I'm missing.  Thanks for 
listening. 
 
Mr. Ellis James 
Norfolk Citizen 
Thank you, Madam Chair.  My name is Ellis W. James.  I reside at 2021 Kenlake Place in the City of 
Norfolk.  Since you all are not having a major agenda this morning, I thought I'd mention light rail.  
I am a supporter of light rail, and I would urge all of you to pay close attention to the maps that 
you've seen in item 10.  The commuting flows tell a story about our very near future.  Not only do 
we need to lift the tolls, Mayor Wright, we need to figure out how we're going to move the people on 
Southside, and I'm not ignoring my friends in the counties or on the Peninsula locations at all.  The 
common sense of things developing – suppose Virginia Beach moves the City Council 
Administration buildings to Town Center.  Holy smokes.  What would that do to light rail and 
numbers and so on?  I'd like to finish now that you know that I'm not so sure about light rail, there 
has been quite -- there have been quite a few instances recently where hearsay type programs, 
Kathy Lewis, other programs, radio programs, TV programs, have consistently had people call in 
and say oh, I've been to downtown Norfolk.  Nobody rides the light rail.  I'm sorry, folks.  That is 
blatantly false.  I attend all kinds of meetings, wetland boards meeting, city council meetings – I 
even had the privilege of serving on jury duty.  One of the things that I see all the time is the light 
rail, and I'm here to tell you that if anybody tells you nobody is riding the light rail, you better not 
take advice on stocks or bonds or anything else from that person.  The common sense things that 
are coming in our future from the transportations perspective is that we're going to need to be 
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connected, and ultimately, it will be Chesapeake and all the rest.  The military just using that as an 
example, the military needs to have quick access for its pilots, its sailors and all the rest if there's a 
national emergency.  We've already been through that, and we know that we need to have a quick 
sure-fire flow to get the job done.  I would urge my friends not only in Virginia Beach, but in 
Chesapeake, to pay close attention to the fact that the success of the extension of the light rail is 
critical transportation-wise to our future in my judgment.  Thank you, Madam Chair. 
 
Mr. John Gergely 
Newport News Citizen 
My name is John Gergely.  I was surprised in December when Dr. Ravanbakht gave her presentation 
on prioritization, and I'm really confused today now after the presentation today.  Basically, her 
presentation then did not mention the Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel at all as being part of the 
priority exercise.  And I wrote her an e-mail and asked her.  She answered me no.  The only projects 
going to be started are the nine that have been chosen by the HRTPO.  She's saying it's even when 
the Federal Highway Administration has asked for an EIS supplemental EIS to study the Hampton 
Roads Bridge-Tunnel, even though every Hampton Roads transportation organization study, 7 in 
the last 20 years, have all shown the only way to reduce congestion across the water crossing is to 
add capacity to the Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel.  Now, today, and I see Delegate Jones wrote a 
letter asking you to not specify which crossing you're going to do, and today you're talking the 
same thing here, but if you do that, you cannot prioritize your nine projects with a non-spoken or 
non-addressed Hampton Roads crossing.  They are both different.  The Hampton Roads Bridge-
Tunnel will relieve congestion if you add capacity to it.  The Third crossing, Patriots Crossing, which 
was given to you by incorrect data, I'd like to use more vicious words than that, more Trump-like 
words, but incorrect data, you fell for a trick, you chose the Patriots Crossing.  It is nothing but a 
welfare project for the ports.  Here's two slides.  One is the original prioritization study.  It shows a 
very low score for Patriots Crossing.  Two months later, Dr. Ravanbakht presented this slide with a 
very high score for Patriots Crossing.  In it, the original thing did not show what it shows now on 
your website, the difference is 80 percent funding.  No other project prioritization study assumes 
that 80 percent funding.  It also assumed a couple hundred million dollars from the ports which 
they have reneged on.  It also assumed that the Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel will be tolled to 
make traffic go to the Third Crossing because nobody is going to use the Third Crossing.  Nobody is 
going to use Patriots Crossing except trailer trucks unless you toll the Hampton Roads Bridge-
Tunnel.  The thing is you cannot do a prioritization without having those two looked at 
independently, one against the other, rather just as a generic Hampton Roads crossing.  And you've 
been suckered, you've been given incorrect data, and you guys fell for it, or your predecessors, the 
people who were here before you, and you need to relook at the Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel as 
your main project.  Thank you very much. 
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