
HRTPO Citizen Transportation Advisory Committee – March 13, 2013 
 

AGENDA ITEM #6: SUMMARY MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 10, 2013 CTAC MEETING 
 
SUBJECT: 

Summary Minutes of the January 10, 2013 CTAC meeting. 
 
BACKGROUND:  

Summary Minutes of the Citizen Transportation Advisory Committee meeting held on 
January 10, 2013. 
 
Attachment 6 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

Approve the minutes. 
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Summary Minutes of the 
HRTPO Citizen Transportation 

Advisory Committee (CTAC) Meeting 
January 10, 2013 

 
The HRTPO Citizen Transportation Advisory Committee (CTAC) Meeting was called to 
order at 12:08 p.m. in the Regional Building Board Room, 723 Woodlake Drive, 
Chesapeake, Virginia, with the following in attendance: 
 
HRTPO CTAC Members in Attendance: 
William Harrison, Chair (VB) 
Shepelle Watkins-White, Vice-Chair (CH) 
Bernie Whitlock (CH) 
Teresa Schmidt (HA)* 
Michael Jones (IW) 
Don Cherry (JC) 
Sharyn Fox (NN) 
Yukari Hughes (NN) 
Howard Manly (NN) 
 
HRTPO CTAC Members Absent: 
Roberta Edwards (CH) 
Philip Olekszyk (GL) 
Randy Lassiter (NO) 
Richard Green (SU) 
 

William Christopher (NO) 
Randy Lougee (NO) 
James Openshaw (NO) 
Terry Danaher (PO)* 
Kirsten Tynch (PO) 
John Malbon (VB) 
Carolyn McPherson (VB) 
Henry Lewis (YK)  
 
 
 
Wanda Cooper (VB) 
Jay Ford 
Delceno Miles (VB) 
Dewey Hurley (WM) 

OTHER PARTICIPANTS 
Ivan Rucker (FHWA) 
Eric Stringfield (VDOT) 

 

  
HRTPO Staff: 
Brian Chenault 
Dwight Farmer 
Brian Miller 
Kendall Miller 

 
Pavithra Parthasarathi 
Camelia Ravanbakht 
Dale Stith 

 
* New CTAC Members Teresa Schmidt (HA) and Terry Danaher (PO) will be approved by 

the HRTPO Board at its January 17, 2013 meeting; therefore, they are not permitted to 
vote until the next CTAC meeting. 

 
Others Recorded Attending: 
Mark Geduldig-Yatrofsky (Citizen) 
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Chair William Harrison welcomed new CTAC members Teresa Schmidt of Hampton and 
Terry Danaher of Portsmouth.   
 
Mr. Howard Manly expressed his appreciation to Ms. Kendall Miller of the HRTPO staff for 
her efforts in re-focusing his energy towards the CTAC. 
 
Public Comment Period 
 
One person requested to address the CTAC.  Chair Harrison asked him to limit his 
comments to five minutes.  
 

Mr. Mark Geduldig-Yatrofsky 
Good afternoon.  My name is Mark Geduldig-Yatrofsky.  I am a resident of Portsmouth and a 
citizen of the region.  I had intended to talk about transportation funding as the Governor 
announced an initiative yesterday.  Rather than go into the details of my concerns about what 
is proposed, I want to say I am encouraged that at least somebody at the highest level of the 
state is talking about the possibility of increased revenues and that has been a taboo subject in 
the Commonwealth probably since Governor Baliles’ last set of funding proposals that passed 
the General Assembly were put forward.  So I am encouraged that at least that piece of the 
conversation is a positive indicator.  I would like turn my attention now to something you are 
contemplating for yourselves in terms of your operating procedures – the bylaws amendment 
to change the frequency of meetings from bi-monthly to quarterly.  I would ask you to reflect 
on that and put that aside for the time being.  We have had such a perfusion of transportation 
projects and issues that are essential to Hampton Roads and the Commonwealth and it only 
seems to be getting more frequent that we have a public meeting on some aspect of some 
project.  January 7th was the deadline for comments on the Interstate 95 tolling proposal and 
the proposal to widen Interstate 64 on the Peninsula from Hampton to Richmond.  We have 
another public meeting coming up later this month relating to the HRBT and the issues just go 
on and on.  I think it is important that the citizens of the region, which you folks represent by 
your own citizenship and your own participation, need to have an ongoing voice in this process 
and if you go to a quarterly meeting it is going to put you seriously behind the curve.  So I 
would ask you to reconsider your change.  If the problem has been lack of participation I 
would say clearly you don’t have the right representatives.  If this body is supposed to reflect 
the voices of the citizens of this region as part of the participation process that the federal 
government mandates for the Transportation Planning Organization, then everybody should 
be here all the time unless you have an emergency.  This is a serious undertaking and your role, 
to me, is crucial.  Thank you very much.   

 
Submitted Public Comments 
 
There were no submitted public comments. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Chair Harrison asked for any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Hearing none, Mr. Manly 
Moved to approve the agenda as written; seconded by Mr. William Christopher.  The 
Motion Carried. 
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Summary Minutes of November 8, 2012 CTAC Meeting 
 
Chair Harrison asked for any additions or corrections to the November 8, 2012 minutes.  
Hearing none, Ms. Kirsten Tynch Moved to approve the minutes as written; seconded by 
Ms. Sharyn Fox.  The Motion Carried.  
 
CTAC Bylaws: Amendment 
 
Chair Harrison reported that a series of proposed amendments to the HRTPO Citizen 
Transportation Advisory Committee (CTAC) Bylaws regarding the frequency, location, and 
time of the meetings have been placed in writing and presented to the CTAC.   
 
Currently, the bylaws call for the CTAC meetings to be held bi-monthly; however, based on 
attendance issues, a motion was initiated by Ms. Fox to convene the January meeting at 
12:00 p.m. and he noted the increase in attendance.  He believed quarterly meetings, with 
the ability to call special meetings at the prerogative of the CTAC Chair, would be the most 
efficient manner in which CTAC to operate.  It would also remove any extra staff burden 
and allow for more participation. 
 
Ms. Tynch Moved to amend the CTAC bylaws to hold regular meetings quarterly, at 12:00 
p.m. on the second Thursday of January, April, July and October of each year.  Meetings 
shall be held in the Regional Building in Chesapeake; seconded by Ms. Carolyn McPherson. 
 
Ms. Terry Danaher asked whether Chair Harrison was open to convening special meetings 
at the request of a CTAC member.  Chair Harrison replied it would depend on the topic; 
however, since several new members have been added to CTAC, it may be beneficial to 
convene educational meetings to update these individuals regarding transportation issues 
and initiatives.  He noted that his term as Chair was coming to a close and any further 
decisions pertaining to special meetings would be at the pleasure of the new Chair. 
 
Ms. Fox stated the CTAC, with increased participation as indicated by today’s attendance, 
will be able to tackle many issues and accomplish a great deal. 
 
Ms. McPherson suggested HRTPO staff provide written information to CTAC members in 
between its meetings.   
 
Chair Harrison inquired as to whether all CTAC members receive the HRTPO Board 
Agenda.  Mr. Dwight Farmer replied it was his understanding the CTAC members did 
receive the HRTPO Board Agenda notification via email.  Ms. Shepelle Watkins-White 
indicated she did not receive the email.   
 
Ms. Kendall Miller noted CTAC members were currently not included in the HRTPO Board 
email notification.  Mr. Farmer stated CTAC would be added to the email notification.  

Attachment 6



HRTPO CTAC Summary Minutes – January 10, 2013 - Page 4 

Ms. McPherson commented it would be helpful for members to be knowledgeable of any 
public comment periods on the local, state, and federal level.  Mr. Farmer recommended the 
CTAC members frequently check the HRTPO website for the most up-to-date information.  
Ms. Camelia Ravanbakht indicated information can also be found in the HRTPO Newsletter 
which is transmitted by email via Constant Contacts to CTAC members. 
 
Mr. Don Cherry suggested the CTAC meetings be divided between mid-day and evening 
times.   
 
Mr. Henry Lewis inquired about the feasibility of teleconferencing in lieu of a called special 
meeting.  Chair Harrison replied that due to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 
teleconferencing was prohibited except in special circumstances. 
 
Ms. Teresa Schmidt suggested a mid-way meeting location between the Southside and the 
Peninsula may be beneficial in maintaining a steady participation level.  She indicated that 
while listening to the HRTPO Board meetings via YouTube, sound quality was poor and 
asked for the audio to be improved.  Ms. Miller replied the HRTPO has purchased a new 
video camera which will enhance the sound quality.   
 
Regarding the Motion on the floor, 15 affirmative votes are needed in order for the motion 
to pass.  However, only 13 affirmative votes were cast with Ms. Randy Lougee and Mr. 
Cherry voting in opposition; therefore, The Motion Failed.  Ms. Danaher and Ms. Schmidt 
were unable to vote on the amendment because their appointments to the CTAC will not be 
approved by the HRTPO Board until its March 2013 meeting.  Since the motion failed, CTAC 
meetings will continue to be held bi-monthly and at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Ms. Fox Moved to convene the March 14, 2013 CTAC meeting at 12:00 p.m. in the Regional 
Building in Chesapeake; seconded by Mr. Manly. 
 
Ms. Watkins-White noted that attendance is not the only problem; technical issues have 
arisen too; therefore, the meetings should be held in the Regional Building. 
 
Regarding the Motion on the floor, The Motion Carried. 
 
Chair Harrison stated the amendment to change the CTAC bylaws will be on the March 
Agenda. 
 
2040 Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Visioning Survey: Preliminary 
Findings 
 
Ms. Dale Stith, HRTPO Senior Transportation Planner, reported the 2040 LRTP Visioning 
Survey was conducted from October 10 – December 31, 2012 with over 1,800 responses 
collected from across the region.  The survey was used as a public outreach tool in order to 
gather public input early in the LRTP process and is one of several methods that will be 
utilized in order to help define the LRTP vision. 
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The survey was distributed to the public utilizing various means of communication, 
including: 
 

• Email/Direct Mail 
• HRTPO Website/Locality Websites 
• Facebook 
• Virginian Pilot Online 
• Regional Libraries/Bookmarks 
• Community Events 

 
Ms. Stith stated the survey analysis is ongoing; however, preliminary findings indicate the 
number one issue in Hampton Roads is reducing highway congestion.  When asked for 
solutions to traffic congestion, the public overwhelming believes the area’s transit system 
should be expanded.    
 
Several questions were asked regarding the analysis of the survey.  Ms. Stith explained that 
the results are preliminary and a more detailed analysis will be conducted.  A final report 
will be presented to the HRTPO Board at its March 21, 2013 meeting. 
 
Mr. Manly asked for a copy of the survey.  Ms. Stith replied affirmatively.   
 
Chair Harrison inquired whether crosstabs were used in order to determine residency of 
respondents.  Ms. Stith replied crosstabs were not used; however, HRTPO staff has the 
ability to determine residency if needed. 
 
Chair Harrison asked if the participants were asked to provide their age in the survey.  Ms. 
Stith responded the public was not asked this question. 
 
Mr. Manly noted the importance of Chair Harrison’s comments regarding demographics.  
He stated it would be beneficial to collect such information for any future surveys. 
 
Ms. McPherson asked whether CTAC members would receive copies of the final report.  Ms. 
Ravanbakht replied affirmatively and stated the item would be on the March Agenda. 
 
FY 2014 Unified Planning Work Program – Planning Priorities: Draft 
 
Ms. Ravanbakht, HRTPO Deputy Executive Director, reported the Unified Planning Work 
Program (UPWP) is currently being developed for FY 2014.  The UPWP describes regional 
transportation planning activities to be performed by the HRTPO, the Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT), the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 
(DRPT), and local transit operators.   
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The UPWP must detail the work associated with the HRTPO core functions: 
 

• Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 
• Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
• Congestion Management Process (CMP) 
• Public Participation 

 
Ms. Ravanbakht explained that setting regional planning priorities helps ensure that the 
vision and goals of the HRTPO Board are carried forward in the UPWP. 
 
Current (FY 2013) UPWP Planning Priorities are: 
 

• Transportation Programming 
• Military Transportation Needs 
• Passenger Rail 
• Regional Freight Planning 

 
Proposed FY 2014 UPWP Planning Priorities are as follows: 
 

• Transportation Programming 
• Evaluation of Funding Alternatives 
• Multimodal Planning – includes passenger rail, public transit, freight transportation, 

and active transportation (bicycle and pedestrian) 
 
The Draft UPWP will be available for public comment sometime in February – March 2013 
with approval of the Final UPWP by the HRTPO Board anticipated at its April 2013 meeting.   
 
Ms. Watkins-White noted the number of responses by single-car drivers in the 2040 LRTP 
Visioning Survey and asked about commuter educations options for the public.  Ms. 
Ravanbakht replied that TRAFFIX, a cooperative public service stemming from Hampton 
Roads Transit, is responsible for the majority of commuter options.  She offered to contact 
TRAFFIX and have a representative brief the CTAC at its March meeting. 
 
Mr. Lewis inquired as to whether the HRTPO has studied communities similar to Hampton 
Roads.  Ms. Ravanbakht replied affirmatively and indicated the HRTPO’s State of 
Transportation Report compares Hampton Roads with 20 similar regions.   
 
Ms. Fox inquired whether Park and Ride Lots were available in the area.  Mr. Eric 
Stringfield of VDOT replied affirmatively and stated VDOT is currently conducting a park 
and ride study. 
 
Ms. Fox indicated that the Newport News Shipyard has a carpooling model that may be 
beneficial to review.  Ms. Ravanbakht stated HRTPO staff would examine the model. 
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Ms. Schmidt expressed concern regarding lack of connectivity associated with local 
carpooling.   
 
CTAC Membership Update 
 
Ms. Ravanbakht stated the first term for eleven CTAC members will come to a close in 
March 2013.  According to Article III Section 3.02 Terms of the HRTPO CTAC Bylaws, 
members are eligible to serve an additional successive term of three years.  Members 
eligible for a second term will be sent an email this month to determine their choice of 
continuing membership on the CTAC.   
 
Chair Harrison requested CTAC members respond promptly to the email as to allow time 
for HRTPO Board Chair Molly Ward to consider replacement members in anticipation of 
HRTPO Board approval at its March 21, 2013 meeting.   
 
Future CTAC Meeting Agenda Items 
 
Chair Harrison highlighted the agenda items for the March 2013 CTAC meeting  
 
For Your Information 
 
Chair Harrison noted the items in the For Your Information section of the agenda packet.   
 
Ms. Miller directed the CTAC to the 2034 Long-Range Transportation Planning (LRTP) 
Marketing Brochure located at each member’s seat.   
 
Old/New Business 
 
Mr. Cherry asked to discuss a new item pertaining to the new Route 460 project.  He 
expressed his support for the addition of high-speed rail parallel to the new Route 460 and 
inquired as to the reason it will not be constructed simultaneously with the new roadway.  
Mr. Farmer explained DRPT’s efforts in obtaining passenger rail service (79 mph) from 
Norfolk to Washington, D.C. was the result of special aggressive actions.  The Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) recently received approval on its Tier I passenger 
rail (79 mph) service from Southside Hampton Roads (Norfolk) to Petersburg, VA.  The 
HRTPO, through its Consultant, Transportation Economic Management Services, Inc. 
(TEMS), is pursuing high-speed rail (110 mph) service that might potentially leapfrog all 
the other services.  HRTPO staff will unveil TEMS’s data collection efforts at an upcoming 
HRTPO Board meeting.  Mr. Farmer replied the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
process did consider passenger rail for the Route 460 Corridor; however, high-speed rail 
would not currently fit into the design because of the tight curves along the route. 
 
Mr. Cherry asked whether land adjacent to the existing roadway had been acquired.  Mr. 
Farmer replied it had not been acquired. 
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Mr. Bernie Whitlock stated it was his understanding that the curvy alignment established 
by VDOT was done so in order to avoid both towns and wetlands. 
 
Ms. Watkins-White requested an Urban Crescent update be added to a future CTAC Agenda. 
 
Ms. McPherson requested educational presentations on funding be given at a future CTAC 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Christopher encouraged all CTAC members to ride the Amtrak train to Richmond on 
January 28th to meet with legislators regarding continued funding of the service. 
 
Adjournment  

With no further business to come before the Citizen Transportation Advisory Committee, 
the meeting adjourned at 1:41 p.m. 
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