
HRTPO Citizen Transportation Advisory Committee – March 13, 2013 
 

AGENDA ITEM #14:   FOR YOUR INFORMATION  
 
A. TRANSPORTATION FUNDING LEGISLATION 

On February 22, 2013, Virginia’s House of Delegates voted to pass a comprehensive 
long-term transportation funding and reform package for Virginia, with the State’s 
Senate following suit on February 23rd.  Slated to be signed into law by Governor Bob 
McDonnell, the package is the first comprehensive overhaul by which Virginia pays for 
its transportation system that the legislature has approved since 1986. 
 
The package will generate approximately $880 million annually statewide and includes 
regional components that will raise approximately $300-350 million each year for 
Northern Virginia, and $175-$200 million each year for Hampton Roads.   
 
For more specifics on this historic legislation, please visit: 
http://www.governor.virginia.gov/News/viewRelease.cfm?id=1693. 
 

B. URBAN CRESCENT MAYORS AND CHAIRS INITATIVE UPDATE 
 
Following the September 2012 letter to the Governor and leaders of the General 
Assembly expressing the necessity for additional funding to address transportation 
infrastructure needs throughout the Commonwealth, Urban Crescent Mayors and 
Chairs, local government officials, and local business leaders met in November 2012 
with Chambers of Commerce CEOs to discuss the Commonwealth’s transportation 
funding crisis as well as support for potential solutions. 
 
The meeting resulted in a second letter signed by over 38 mayors and chairs and 10 
Chambers of Commerce calling for immediate action from the Governor and General 
Assembly to solve the Commonwealth’s transportation crisis. 
 
Since that meeting, there have been numerous bills proposed, including one from 
Governor McDonnell.  The Urban Crescent Mayors and Chairs also requested additional 
funding in the urban areas for high-cost projects, which has been done both in Hampton 
Roads and Northern Virginia.  Public/media discussion and debate on what the solution 
to the transportation funding shortfall should be and how it should be implemented is 
ongoing. 

  

http://www.governor.virginia.gov/News/viewRelease.cfm?id=1693
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C. APPOINTMENT OF CTAC CHAIR AND ELECTION OF CTAC VICE-CHAIR 

At the May 9, 2013 meeting of the HRTPO CTAC, Vice-Chair Watkins-White will assume 
the position of Chair.  According to Article VI Section 6.02 Chair of the HRTPO CTAC 
Bylaws: 
 

The TPO Chair shall appoint one of the members of the CTAC as Chair of the CTAC for 
a three-year term. The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the CTAC at which the 
Chair is present, and shall vote as any other CTAC member. The Chair shall have all 
of the powers and duties customarily pertaining to the office of Chair and shall sign 
official documents of the CTAC and perform such further duties as may be assigned 
to the Chair by the TPO Board. 

  
Vice-Chair Watkins-White’s appointment as CTAC Chair by HRTPO Board Chair Molly 
Ward will be placed as an FYI on the March 21, 2013 HRTPO Board Agenda.  

    
Also at the May 9, 2013 meeting of the HRTPO CTAC, members will be asked to 
nominate and elect a Vice-Chair.  In accordance with Article VI Section 6.03 Vice-Chair 
of the HRTPO CTAC Bylaws: 
 

The [CTAC] Vice-Chair shall be elected by the CTAC members, and the Vice-Chair’s 
term of office shall coincide with that of the current Chair, provided the Vice-Chair’s 
term shall end notwithstanding the foregoing on the expiration of the Vice-Chair’s 
term as a member of the CTAC. 

 
In advance of the May 9, 2013 CTAC meeting, HRTPO staff will send out an inquiry to 
members as to who amongst them might want to serve in this capacity.  HRTPO staff 
will then forward potential nominees to members for review, in preparation for the 
May 9, 2013 CTAC meeting. 
 

D. HRTPO TO HOST ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION WORKSHOP 

The HRTPO, along with Tidewater Bicycle Association (TBA), has been selected to host 
a one-day “Navigating MAP-21 Workshop” in 2013 focused on Active Transportation.  
The workshop will be held in the Regional Boardroom on August 8, 2013. 
 
This workshop is facilitated by Advocacy Alliance.  The focus of the workshop is to teach 
participants how to maximize funding in the new Transportation Alternatives (TA) 
program under MAP-21 for bike/pedestrian projects at the state and local levels.  The 
workshop will be open to bicycle and pedestrian advocates, government agency staff, 
and elected officials at the local, regional, and state level.  
 
The HRTPO staff will provide additional details as the planning for the workshop gets 
underway.  For more information on Advocacy Advance, visit its website at 
http://www.advocacyadvance.org. 

 

 

 

http://www.advocacyadvance.org/
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E. HRTPO PARTICIPATES IN TRANSPORTATION TOWN HALL 

On March 4, 2013, the HRTPO participated in a town hall forum at Christopher Newport 
University to discuss transportation challenges facing Hampton Roads.  Panelists 
included Hampton Mayor Molly Ward, Portsmouth Mayor Kenny Wright, Hampton 
Roads Transportation Planning Organization Deputy Executive Director Camelia 
Ravanbakht, Commonwealth Transportation Board Member Aubrey Layne, and former 
Commonwealth Transportation Board Member Alan S. Witt. 
 
Panelists fielded questions submitted by Daily Press readers on the following 
transportation-related issues: 
 

• The state of transportation in the Commonwealth 
• Aging infrastructure, deferred maintenance, and the cost of new construction  
• Fiscal constraints and the funding dilemma 
• Regional project priorities 
• Short-terms solutions and congestion pricing 
• The relationship of the Public-Private Transportation Act, the Virginia 

Department of Transportation and the HRTPO 

The forum, in which approximately 80 people attended, and was hosted by the Daily 
Press and the Wason Center for Public Policy at Christopher Newport University.  
 

F. HRTPO BOARD CONVENES SPECIAL MEETING 

On March 4, 2013, the Hampton Roads Transportation Planning Organization (HRTPO) 
held a special Board meeting in order to discuss technical amendment 
recommendations the HRTPO Board may have to the transportation legislation (HB 
2313) recently passed by the General Assembly. 
 

1. Technical Amendments to HB 2313 
The HRTPO Board approved the following technical amendments as provided by 
the City of Virginia Beach, James City County, and the HRTPO staff, and 
authorized the HRTPO Executive Director to submit these recommendations to 
the Secretary of Transportation: 
 

• Removal of the "maintenance of efforts" provision, which states "Each 
county or city embraced in the Hampton Roads Region, as described in 
subsection B of § 33.1-23.5:3, shall expend or disburse for transportation 
purposes an amount that is at least equal to the total amount expended or 
disbursed for transportation purposes by the county or city in its fiscal year 
that began on July 1, 2007."   
 

• Amending the reference to the Hampton Roads Transportation Planning 
Organization in the § 33.1-23.5:3. Hampton Roads Transportation Fund 
from "The moneys deposited in the fund shall be used solely for new 
construction projects on new or existing roads in the Hampton Roads 
Region as approved by the Hampton Roads Transportation Planning 
Organization." to "The moneys deposited in the fund shall be used solely for 
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new construction projects on new or existing roads, bridges, and tunnels in 
the Hampton Roads Region as identified by the approved Hampton Roads 
Transportation Planning Organization's Long-Range Transportation Plan 
(LRTP) and Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)." 
 

2. Technical Amendment to the State Budget Bill  
The HRTPO Board approved the following technical amendment to the State 
Budget Bill and authorized the HRTPO Executive Director to submit 
the following recommendation to the Secretary of Transportation:  
 

• Amending the reference to the I-64 High Rise Bridge project from 
"environmental assessment for the replacement of the I-64 High Rise Bridge 
in Chesapeake, Virginia" to "environmental assessment for the 
improvement of the I-64 corridor from I-664/264 to I-464, including 
replacement of the High Rise Bridge in Chesapeake, Virginia." 
 

In addition to the discussion of recommendations, the HRTPO Board approved 
Resolution 2013-01, supporting the statewide and Hampton Roads regional component 
of the 2013 General Assembly transportation funding package (HB 2313). 
For More Information on the March 4, 2013 Special Board Meeting or to view and 
download the HB 2313 Summary and HB 2313 Legislation Text, click here. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 
 
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001m2slrwJrQ6wSXzplkKrv7_3goLIcteJ19oG58xOOQZ_yJLloyeh_57txVASwD30MIWuE-Etm4y-nPjzVbWCZnldsEZPT6QF8EhQkvDcW0ZdrH3shcTUfL6qG3aUMnJspgyM4nBS9fnzFSNR89hHBkw==



