
HRTPO Transportation Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – March 4, 2020 

AGENDA ITEM #9: INTER-AGENCY CONSULTATION GROUP (ICG) MEETING  
Christopher Voigt, VDOT 

 
The Hampton Roads area is identified as an “orphan” maintenance area and thus subject to the 
November 2018, EPA issued “Transportation Conformity Guidance for the South Coast II Court 
Decision,” which eliminated modeling requirements for orphan areas (given the revocation of the 
applicable 1997 ozone NAAQS) and substantially streamlined the reinstated conformity 
requirements for those areas.  As a result, a Regional Conformity Assessment (RCA) is being 
initiated for the 2040 LRTP and FY 2021-2024 TIP and associated amendments.  
 
For Hampton Roads, conformity requirements following the new EPA guidance have effectively 
been reduced to fiscal constraint and consultation.  Consultation includes both public review and 
inter-agency consultation, with the latter also subject to local procedures specified in 
“Consultation Procedures for the Hampton Roads Ozone Nonattainment Area in Support of the 
Transportation Conformity Regulations.” (July 18, 2005).  The Hampton Roads procedures 
require consultation with the Hampton Roads Inter-Agency Consultation Group (ICG) and adds 
the project list and conformity schedule to the items that are subject for consultation.  
 
An Inter-Agency Consultation Group (ICG) was established circa 2001 for Hampton Roads for 
this purpose.  The ICG is comprised of: 
 

• Member jurisdictions of the HRTPO that were part of the area previously designated by 
EPA as maintenance for ozone;  

• Representatives of various regional, state, and federal agencies, including the EPA, 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), and 
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ); and, 

• Per requirements previously established by the DEQ, a representative of the Hampton 
Roads Air Quality Committee (HRAQC), for which the DEQ representative is proposed to 
serve as proxy.  

 
This agenda item serves as the ICG meeting being conducted today for the purpose of meeting 
conformity rule (and ICG) requirements for inter-agency consultation on the list of regionally 
significant projects for the 2040 LRTP and FY 2021-2024 TIP, the proposed schedule for the RCA, 
and updates to ICG membership.  A representative from the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) will provide an overview of the proposed approach to the RCA, with 
approval requested from the ICG. 
 
Mr. Christopher Voigt, VDOT Senior Environmental Engineer, will brief the TTAC on this 
item. 
  



HRTPO Transportation Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – March 4, 2020 

Attachment 9: Draft Conformity Schedule 
 
HRTPO Link for 
Enclosure 9:  Draft List of Regionally Significant Projects for Conformity for the 2040 LRTP and 

FY 2021-2024 TIP 
  https://www.hrtpo.org/uploads/docs/DRAFT-ConformityList-

2040LRTP%26FY21-24TIP.pdf 
 
RECOMMENDED INTER-AGENCY COUNSULTATION GROUP (ICG) ACTION: 

ICG approval of:  
 

• Draft Conformity Schedule (Attachment 9) 
 

• Draft List of Regionally Significant Projects for Conformity (Enclosure 9 – HRTPO link) 
o With any amendments to the LRTP and/or TIP subject to approvals by the TTAC 

and/or HRTPO Board as needed. 
  

https://www.hrtpo.org/uploads/docs/DRAFT-ConformityList-2040LRTP%26FY21-24TIP.pdf
https://www.hrtpo.org/uploads/docs/DRAFT-ConformityList-2040LRTP%26FY21-24TIP.pdf


Conformity Schedule

Virginia Department of Transportation 1

March 4 ICG meeting (today’s meeting, held with TTAC)  

March 4-18 Public Consultation on the draft Conformity Report 
• 14-day public review period, as specified in the Hampton Roads Public Participation Plan

March 19 HRTPO Approval of draft Conformity Report
• HRTPO provides letter documenting approval for inclusion with the appendices of the final

conformity report

• VDOT sends the final Conformity Report to FHWA to initiate the federal review and approval

process

March 20-? Federal Review and Approval Process
• Typically 45 days in past for conformity reports with regional emission analyses

• May be shorter now as the report is streamlined following EPA/FHWA guidance and based

on the FHWA template, & does not include detailed emission analyses or budget tests to

review
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