
   HRTPO Board Meeting │ February 16, 2017│ Agenda 

ITEM #14: PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Members of the public are invited to address the HRTPO Board.  Each speaker is limited to three 
minutes. 
 
 
ITEM #15: SUBMITTED PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 
There were no submitted public comments.  Any written public comments received after the 
preparation of this agenda will be distributed as a handout at the meeting. 
 
 
ITEM #16: TRANSCRIBED PUBLIC COMMENTS FROM PREVIOUS HRTPO MEETING 
 
The transcribed public comments from the January 19, 2017 HRTPO Board meeting are 
attached. 
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Transcribed Public Comments from the 
January 19, 2017 HRTPO Board Meeting 

 
The views and opinions expressed during the public comment period 

do not necessarily reflect the opinion or policy of the HRTPO. 
 
 
Five people requested to address the HRTPO Board at the January 19, 2017 Meeting.  Chair 
Johnson asked them to limit their comments to three minutes. 

 
Mr. Robert Brown 
Chesapeake Citizen 
Good morning, ladies and gentleman.  I am here for Alternative A plus.  Plus a little 
commonsense and flood control.  And A plus flood control would be described as the Hampton 
Roads Flood Barrier Crossing.  This is a reality check for 2017.   The Hampton Roads Flood 
Barrier Crossing is the most direct crossing of Hampton Roads harbor.  It will comply with all 
modern interstate standards for speed and safety.  The rate of curve on VDOT’s proposed 
Alternative A Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel will not meet interstate speed standards.  This 
will create a traffic wave pattern causing gridlock.  The new proposed shipping channel 
dredging can be used in the causeway sections of the crossing.  Complete access for vehicle 
crossing will be achieved without any flood structures being constructed.  Flood gate 
structures can be added later under federal programs as was done in New Orleans.  Every area 
in  Hampton Roads will be protected from flooding.  That includes Norfolk, Suffolk, New port 
News, Hampton, Portsmouth, Isle of Wight, York County, Smithfield, and Chesapeake. 
Willoughby Spit, which was created in 1749 by the great hurricane will be protected from 
future storm damage.  The Hampton Roads Flood Barrier Crossing will save the citizens 
billions of dollars in travel time and loss of wealth from flood damage.  The HRTPO has an 
obligation to the citizens to place the Hampton Roads Flood Barrier Crossing on any present 
crossing study of Hampton Roads harbor, or accept the responsibility for future flood damages.  
As the old saying goes, you can lead a horse to the water but you can’t make him drink and you 
can also lay down a coat but probably wind up dead.  Now on the handout that I furnished 
here you will see on the bluer section of it, there are actual photographs showing the flood 
gate, shows you the tunnel, shows you the tidal flood gates, and every bit of it existing now is 
existing in St. Petersburg, Russia.  And then on the other side got like 5,000 foot altitude shot of 
the location of this flood barrier.  Not putting this into the study I consider it to be a derelict of 
duty is the way I look at it.  Thank you. 
 
Mr. Frank Papcin 
Virginia Beach Citizen 
Good morning, people.  I will take advantage of the walk.  Anyway, I had a whole presentation 
prepared which I just threw away by being here at this meeting.  I have this in my hand here 
this form that you people handed out today and here it says Hampton Roads Transportation 
Planning Organization.  Your primary function is not economic development as was pointed 
out with the disappointment of Light Rail being killed.  Your primary function is to get people 
to where they need to go when they need to get there and that’s your function.  Economic 
development is entirely different people, different things.  Even though all, every one of you 
people are concerned with economic development.  Here in this room your primary function is 
transportation.  We are in the middle of expanding Route 64.  What we are going to see is an 
extra lane in each direction being converted into a HOT land which means if you are willing to 
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pay the toll you can ride in it.  If you are not willing to pay the toll you can stay where you are 
and nothing really is going to improve.  I have here a handout that you people gave that shows 
congestion and I’m going to use the City of Virginia Beach as an example because I live there.  I 
want you to look at all those little red spots on there.  Those are all the places that we have 
congestion and realize that light rail would have serviced none of them, zero, because the 
majority of these roads are north/south running and light rail ran east and west.  This read 
was for the benefit of developers just like the Cleveland Street expansion that they are doing.  
Isn’t going to help anybody except developers.  Yet transportation funds is going into it.  Now I 
am all for economic development, but I tell you one thing, economic development, an example 
of one is Washington, D.C. and Northern Virginia where we have 66, 29, 95, 495, etc. jam 
packed with people trying to get to work.  You have a Metro system up there that is billions of 
dollars in debt, needing billions of dollars in provisions.  This is the result of overdevelopment 
of an area.  You turn around and force people to either live where we tell you and work where 
we tell you or get out of the way, and I’m against that kind of thing.  And my time ran out and I 
respect that.  And, please, you come so far from when I first came here.  You have done so much 
and I’m really proud of the fact that you have done as much as you have an I am in favor of 
economic development, but I’m also in favor of people getting where they need to go when they 
need to get there and that’s your function.  Thank you. 
 
Ms. Brenda Johnson 
Newport News Citizen 
Good morning.  My name is Brenda Johnson.  I live in Newport News.  I am fairly new to the 
region and I am a long-time public transportation advocate.  I have lived in or visited much of 
the U.S., Europe, Asia, Scandinavia, the  Middle East, Northern Africa, and even the North Pole.  
Here’s the thing.  I don’t drive.  I have never had a driver’s license.  Thanks to military service, a 
sense of adventure and public transportation, I have seen a lot of the country and the world.  I 
learned my hometown of Colorado Springs was a P.O.W. camp in World War II from one of its 
former inmates while riding on the train in Germany.  I caught the Dolmus in Turkey and 
experienced the beauty of the Turkish Riviera, rumored to be a gift to Cleopatra by Marc 
Antony.  Thanks to Vienna’s excellent public transport system I ate Sacher torte, heard the 
Vienna Boys Choir, visited the Lipizzan stables, and saw the tomb of perhaps the greatest 
multitasking woman ever, Maria Teresa, the last of the Hapsburgs.  This woman ruled 40 years 
and among her 16 children were two queens, a duchess, and two Holy Roman Emperors.  I 
learned a lot more about the world and people by being among them than I can ever read in 
books.  I have seen more things, met more people, and had more experiences than this 
Mississippi sharecropper’s granddaughter could ever imagine.  Hampton Roads is comprised of 
medium to small cities and equally sized local governments.  We continue to invest in solutions 
to build the freeway ever wider inducing still more traffic demand and still more need for 
widening at choke points.  We need a regional strategy that moves people, not just cars and 
trucks, in the second-most populous region in the state.  It needs to be high on our list of 
priorities.  Those of you sitting around this table are key to that happening.  While this is 
probably one of the most historic cities in the nation, it is an area that has experienced most of 
its growth and development in the post-automobile era.  Hampton Roads neighborhoods 
reflect a suburban model as is true of most of the country.  These factors are oft-cited 
stumbling blocks in identifying strategies to bring us into a 21st Century multimodal 
transportation community; but there are communities like ours overwhelming those barriers.  
We would do well to learn what they got right and avoid their pitfalls.  Believe me when I tell 
you public transportation doesn’t just move people, it connects them.  I can tell you from 
personal experience.  Thank you. 
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Ms. Donna Sayegh 
Portsmouth Citizen 
Good afternoon.  My name is Donna Sayegh and I live in Portsmouth.  We just heard reports 
from the various transportation agencies and other components of this HRTPO Board.  This 
information is disconcerting to Donna because it is the first time the citizens are hearing what 
decisions have been made without the citizens’ consent.  Next we are reading all these TIP 
amendments and project designations whereby the citizens have not given their consent.  For 
example, for the year 2015-2018, the TIP revision for the RSTP Transfer Request for Hampton 
Roads Transit.  HRT requested TTAC if it could transfer four million dollars in RSTP money 
between two projects.  One is to complete the Hampton Facility Upgrade project during 2017.  
What were the public comments on this project?  $2 million of RSTP of 2015 money came from 
the Regional Fixed Guideway Studies project to complete the Hampton Facility Upgrade this 
fiscal year.  The other $2 million for the year 2022 RSTP money to have the Regional Fixed 
Guideway Studies done on time for the federal government money.  HRT is spending money 
way ahead of its allotted time.  HRT needed $2 million to fix the bus garage because it bought 
buses too long to fit in the garage.  Donna sees these extra-long buses traveling on Portsmouth 
highways with just a few people riding on them.  It infuriates her to see there is no 
accountability in purchasing these buses to protect the citizens’ money from being wasted by 
ignorance.  In the agenda the U.S. Department of Transportation is soliciting applications for 
$850 million for the year 2017 for the FASTLANE Grant Program.  This money came from the 
burden of taxation on the people without their consent.  There is no social equality.  There is no 
economic prosperity and environmental justice among the different cities in this regional 
government.  The regional government has taken money out of the hands of Portsmouth and 
given it to the rich and powerful cities.  Portsmouth is given peanuts to keep her quiet.  For 
example, the City’s signals for sidewalks.  These are things we don’t need.  Portsmouth needs a 
transportation commission to keep abreast of not only how our money is spent, but also how 
much money is coming out of our pockets for the benefit of other cities.  We, the people, need 
information, a voice, and a vote.  Thanks for listening. 
 
Ms. Felecia Shearin 
Norfolk Citizen 
Good morning.  When I came in this room I was very intimidated until I realized that my voice 
was just as important as anybody else’s in the room.  I am here on behalf of my community.  I 
am from the Norfolk area, Park Place area, and there has been light rails and these pole 
things, excuse me if I don’t’ know the exact terminology, and all these things have been put up 
in our community.  I am 40 years old.  I’ve lived there my whole life and looking at HRT when 
she was doing her presentation it said “purpose and need.”  And the community has spent 
hundreds of thousands of dollars for these bike trails or whatever is going on and that’s not the 
need in the Park Place area.  That’s not the need.  We need places for our youth, you know 
what I am saying.  This money could be going to other places.  There is no one that is riding 
bikes because we don’t have them.  We are trying to understand like the community it is 
unrecognizable, whereas I have lived on Lafayette Boulevard area and ever since I was a little 
girl the same roads and same streets are horrible.  They have not been fixed.  And I’m sitting 
here and overwhelmed in listening to all this money and places for it to go and this is the room, 
you are the people, and I am just Felecia, but I know the need in the neighborhood.  Somebody I 
spoke with, Ms. Sayegh, told me to come here today.  So, I mean, anyone that can direct me in 
the right path so that I can help my community and do whatever is needed to get this money 
funded in places where it needs to be as opposed to bike trails and things coming up where it is 
actually not needed in our community where we are losing our kids every day.  The need is 
greater.  And whatever I need to do and whoever can reach out to me and tell me what I need 
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to do to get things done and moving I will be, I will take any type of advice that I may have, 
that you may have today, but that’s what I am speaking on transportation is basically the 
roads on Lafayette Boulevard since I was a little girl, all those back streets are horrible.  I have 
no understanding about bike trails because the kids in our community would not ride bikes.  
We don’t have them.  And I’m just one person here today but speak for many and many that 
know I am here today, so thank you. 
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