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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
HRTPO Public Comment 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
RE:  Hampton Roads Regional Safety Study 
  
Name:   Bertram D. Aaron 
Date:   January 15, 2014 
Subject:   I-64 E Extension 
 
 
Public Comment Input (Via E-Mail) 
 
There is an article in today’s Daily Press indicating additional funds to extend the widening of I-64 to the 
Yorktown Intersection. This in itself is admirable but to really alleviate the road block now existent at the 
Jefferson Ave intersection  would in not be more practical to extend this first section to the reasonably 
new Busch Garden interchange #243 This is  the destination for the heavy traffic  and those of you who 
travel this road are quite familiar with the problem. Otherwise you have not alleviated the congestion. 
Just spent millions of dollars to move the congestion point up the road. Extending the widening to the 
Busch Gardens intersection will make a major difference. 
 
You have observed that this congestion is most severe during the Busch Garden's season, which is now 
extended throughout most of the year.  This change would have a dual purpose in that when you start 
the next phase it will be easy for traffic to bypass the construction relieving some of the constriction 
congestion saving your citizens millions of dollars in delay time. I would appreciate your comments and 
response to this suggestion. 
 
Staff Response 
 
You are absolutely correct and VDOT also agrees with your observations. They are proceeding on 
segment #2 as we speak to expedite planning and preliminary engineering (PE) work on that segment.  
Once hard cost estimates and preliminary engineering work has been completed, VDOT will immediately 
bring that information back to the HRTPO Board for discussion in order to advance the project. Please 
note that as the PE work has advanced the cost estimates have increased...in some case substantially.  At 
this point I believe cost and available revenue will be the biggest challenges we will face on segments #2 
and #3 (which goes to Lightfoot). 
With that said, you can be assured the HRTPO and VDOT are moving extremely quickly on this corridor 
and will do its best to advance the project to construction as soon as possible.  Thank you for expressing 
your thoughts. 
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