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ITEM #11: PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Members of the public are invited to address the HRTPO Board.  Each speaker is limited to three 
minutes. 
 
A transcription of the public comments made orally during the November 20, 2014 HRTPO 
Board meeting are attached.  In future months, a transcription of the oral public comments made 
during a meeting will be posted on the HRTPO website with the agenda materials for that 
meeting as soon as they are prepared. 
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ITEM #12: SUBMITTED PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no submitted public comments.  Any written public comments received after the 
preparation of this agenda will be distributed as a handout at the meeting. 
 
 

 
  



Transcribed Public Comments from the 
November 20, 2014 HRTPO Board Meeting 

 
 
Six people requested to address the HRTPO Board at the November 20, 2014 meeting.  
Chair Price asked them to limit their comments to three minutes.  
 

Mr. Will Christopher 
Norfolk Citizen 
Good morning.  Thank you, Chairman, Board, citizens.  This week Hampton Roads Public 
Transportation Alliance cohosted an event where over a hundred people met in MacArthur 
Memorial Theater for a policy forum on the economic benefits of transit.  Four national 
speakers shared how balanced mobility options shape an evolving economy and the way we 
live from economic diversification and vitality to regional competitiveness and attractiveness.  
Moderated by Dr. Gary Wagner, co-author of our State of the Region Report, the panel 
included speakers from Transportation America, the City of Charlotte, the American 
Conservative Center for Public Transportation, and here locally, Mobility Matters.  The 
audience included mayors, city managers, presidents and directors, commissioners, 
economists, and transportation planners and regionally minded citizens.  With an ever 
expanding population in a world that's moving toward more denser urbanized cities, smart 
metros have started a gigantic pivot away from complete car reliance toward multi modal 
transportation systems that balances the needs of drivers alongside those of trains, buses, 
pedestrians, cycling, car-sharing and more.  A realization that an attractive geographical 
brand connects with top minds and businesses looking for a forward-thinking region to come 
home and that we can't take 20th century technology and infrastructure into a 21st century 
world.  Cities are changing course, developing architecture, infrastructure, and mobility 
concepts that not only address today's transportation systems but spur economic and 
workforce development to improve regional competitiveness.  We are seeing demographic 
shifts in choice ridership with a younger and aging population less enamored with driving.  
Millennials are choosing the best mode of transportation based on the trip they are planning 
and consider public transportation as the best option for digital socializing and one of the 
most likely ways to connect with the communities they live in.  Studies from the University of 
Minnesota even find that people living near good mass transit are happier and have higher 
quality of life.  If the results of ULI’s Reality Check is any indication of our future, as scripted by 
300 of our region's top developers, economists and demographers, our metropolitan will be 
building upward to handle the increased capacity of a population breaking the two million 
work in the next couple decades.  We will see more city centers and urban cores and it's 
becoming clear that diverse means efficiently moving goods, people, and ideas leads to 
economic vitality.  HRPTA encourages the state and our TPO to continue their efforts in re-
prioritizing our transportation dollars towards a system that gives us mobile diversity.  Thank 
you. 

 
Mr. John Gergely 
Newport News Citizen 
Hello.  Many years ago, the public was not permitted to speak at this meeting.  We never had a 
voice.  With the help of Mr. Rucker there, many, many years ago we were able to – we are 
allowed to speak and allowed to address you, and for many years in the minutes, you published 
word for word what these speaker said, and I'm not sure how they transcribe it but they do a 
darn good job of doing it, and anyone who wanted to look at the minutes, it became record, it 
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became shown what the public was saying to you.  I looked at the minutes last night and what 
it said I said last week was that I addressed the HRTPO board regarding the construction of 
Patriots Crossing using HRTF funds.  That's all it said.  For some reason, you stopped putting 
public addresses in the minutes, and I don't think that's a paperwork reduction movement 
because here's the thickness of what your minutes are.  A few more pages aren't going to hurt 
anything.  I would really appreciate it if you'd go back to putting what the public says to you in 
your minutes, and if it's a matter of transcription, which could be a cost thing, we could give 
them a copy of what we say, but I really think it should be in the minutes for now on.  Again, 
thank you very much. 

 
Mr. Joe Milazzo 
Regional Transportation Alliance 
Joe Milazzo, Regional Transportation Alliance, North Carolina Chamber of Commerce.  I'm 
reading the contents of an e-mail I received today from the Secretary of the Hampton Roads 
Business Roundtable who wanted to share some thoughts on the Raleigh to Norfolk Corridor. 
(reading)  This e-mail confirms that the Executive Committee of the Hampton Roads Business 
Roundtable unanimously supports the initiative to secure a future Interstate designation for 
the Hampton Roads, Virginia to Raleigh, North Carolina Highway Corridor. Alan Witt, of 
Newport News, the CEO of PB Mares accounting firm and Executive Committee member said it 
well: “This could be our most significant effort. Eliminating the Hampton Roads cul-de-sac is a 
long term game changer for our region. I am very supportive.”  Bob Aston, the Chairman and 
CEO of Townebank and a member of the Executive Committee also said it well: “The economic 
impact of this initiative will be of tremendous benefit to Hampton Roads.  I am strongly in 
favor.”  Best of luck with your efforts, let us know how we can help.  Tom Frantz, Secretary. 
Thank you. 

 
Mr. Bryan Stevens 
Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce 
Mr. Chairman and distinguished members of the TPO, thank you for this opportunity to speak 
with you.  On behalf of the Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce and its over 2000 business 
members representing over 250,000 residents and employees in Hampton Roads, I want to 
thank the Transportation Planning Organization, the Hampton Roads Planning District 
Commission, and all of the local governments from the region for working together to develop 
a master list of priority transportation projects for this region.  We know that this was not an 
easy undertaking and it took both courage and persistence to develop a vetting and ranking 
process to develop a regional highway master plan, but as you know, it's extremely important 
work to be done in order for this region to compete not only nationally but internationally.  
The Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce stands by the TPO and the Hampton Roads 
Transportation Advisory Commission in its efforts to complete the major projects it has 
identified, including the Peninsula I-64 widening to Williamsburg, the Fort Eustis interchange 
project, the I-64/I-264 interchange improvements, the Southside I-64 widening, including the 
planning and funding of the High Rise Bridge, the improvements to the Bowers Hill 
interchange and Route 54 west project, and finally, the construction of the Patriots Crossing 
project with links to the Port which the Hampton Roads Chamber has already taken a position 
in favor of.  The Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce and the business community we 
represent additionally asks the TPO and our elected leaders for their support of the efforts to 
build an interstate from Hampton Roads to the Raleigh Metropolitan Area.  As you heard Mr. 
Milazzo, this would link two metropolitan statistical areas, each with approximately 1.7 
million in population, and provide easier access for businesses south and west and to and from 
the Port of Virginia.  As you know, the region is now facing the challenges of diversification.  
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That Raleigh to Hampton Roads interstate system will help us on our path to that economic 
diversity and economic growth.  Therefore, we respectfully request your support for this 
initiative. In summary, the work that you are doing is critical.  We see a direct link between 
transportation infrastructure improvement and the competitiveness and economic prosperity 
of the Hampton Roads region.  So on behalf of the Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce and 
the entire business community, I thank you for what you are doing and again, thank you for 
this opportunity to speak. 

 
Mr. Mark Geduldig-Yatrofsky 
Portsmouth Citizen 
Good afternoon, Mr. Chair, Honorable Commissioners, and fellow citizens.  I was dismayed but 
not shocked when you met last and you advanced your legislative packet.  What dismayed me 
was the fact that the members of the General Assembly who sit on this body did not recuse 
themselves from voting on your legislative packet because, after all, they are the people to 
whom the packet will be sent.  They are the people who will be asked to act on it.  So whether 
they like it or not really is not the question.  This is a representative form of government, and 
they serve as representatives, not of themselves, but of the people,  and you as representatives 
of the people, certainly have the ability to set a direction, set a tone, and ask the members of 
the General Assembly to carry that to their colleagues.  But this is Virginia.  That's why I say 
I'm not shocked.  Because in Virginia, we really don't understand conflict of interest very well.  
We have rather loose rules on it, and where in another place members of the General Assembly 
might automatically be disqualified from voting, we don't have those restrictions in place here.  
So I would say that as part of your future legislative packet, you should have a request that 
members of the General Assembly serving on this body be automatically reduced from voting 
on your legislative packet.  Thank you very much. 

 
Mr. Robert Brown 
Chesapeake Citizen 
Good morning.  I'm here to address the Third Crossing, and I have a proposal and it would be 
called the General Taylor Freeway, a solution or HRC Study, CBA-9, Segment 1 and 3.  All of 
this information came out of the state study in the Highway Department's Environmental 
Studies.  CBA9, Segment 1 will create no tangible benefit to the general public without the 
other four segments.  A much more cost effective solution will be achieved by the six purposes 
and needs as described in the HRCS CBA-9.  Segment 1, 2, and 3, would be the General Taylor 
Freeway as described and illustrated by the General Taylor Freeway map.  This plan will save 
billions of dollars in initial expense and achieve all six of the purpose and needs.  The savings 
by not connecting Segment 1 to the Monitor-Merrimac Bridge will pay for Segment 3.  This will 
stop gridlock from taking place at the connector with the Monitor-Merrimac Bridge.  This 
results in a complete roadway for the cost of only Segment 1.  The remaining segments can be 
added later when necessary.  General Taylor Freeway from Hampton Boulevard, NOB Norfolk 
to Route 1-64 Western Freeway will fulfill the goal of moving truck traffic west from NIT.  This 
route will create access to NOB Norfolk without introducing additional transit or vacation 
traffic at NOB's main gates.  This will complete the planned Craney Island Connector necessary 
for the Craney Island port project.  This construction sequence is a much more realistic 
approach to the original intent of this crossing, and I will leave on the desk outside, all of the 
information, the plans and my interpretation of this environmental study that the state put 
out, but this will save a fortune, and it will expedite the project.  And I also would like to 
request from the Board that a citizen be able to put up graphs, maps, and a video during their 
three-minute presentation because the citizen really is at a disadvantage compared to the 
other people that get to speak here.  Thank you. 
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