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Three people requested to address the HRTPO Board at the January 15, 2015 meeting.  
Chair Price asked them to limit their comments to three minutes. 
 

Mr. Mark Geduldig-Yatrofsky 
Portsmouth Citizen 
Good morning, Mr. Chair.  Honorable Commissioners and fellow citizens.  Mayor Fraim 
anticipated my remarks.  He's been reading my mind.  I would say to Governor McAuliffe's 
statement that there's nothing more he can do – wrong answer, sir.  Next contestant, please.  
We have the HRTF, which we did not have when the project began, and if the legislation that 
established the HRTF was modified, we could funnel some money into buying down tolls; we 
could put some money into the construction costs which would lower the costs of the 
contractor, and there are other possibilities as well.  One of them would be rejiggering the 
allocation of Commonwealth funds so that instead of our region being an 85 percent recipient, 
meaning a 15 percent donor to the rest of the state, we would be a ten percent donor or a 
seven and a half percent donor.  So this can be done.  Governor, extend yourself; be more. 
Secondly, I have great admiration for the work that Dr. Kidd does.  I would say that the results 
of the study are skewed because the Governor did buy down tolls for two, maybe three years.  If 
the tolls on February 1st had started at a $1.84 in peak times for personal autos, and the $1.59 
in off-peak times, there would have been, I believe, just my gut, there would have been greater 
end running around those routes, and when that second tube is substantially complete, the 
ability of the concessionaire to increase the tolls by either the increase in the consumer price 
+index or 3.5% per year will make a difference.  There will be greater toll sensitivity.  So I think 
that we are premature in saying that this is not as bad as we had thought.  Well, it's not, again 
when you buy down the price you reduce the price sensitivity issues.  So that should be what 
we're looking at going forward.  Thank you very much. 
 
Mr. Frank Papcin 
Virginia Beach Citizen 
It's still morning, so I'll say Good Morning people.  I hope you had a nice day before I got here.  
I have a couple things that I want to touch on.  Number one, you keep referring to the 264-64 
interchange.  In reality, it's only one out of 8.  The other 7 are not even in any of the long-range 
planning whatsoever.  Item number two I want to touch on is the polling that was just done 
where you were given all this information about how well the tolling is going and how nice 
this, that and everything else, but one of the two things we're not taking into consideration.  
Number one was the financial ability of people to pay the tolls that were forced not to use the 
tolls which allowed traffic to flow freer for those who could afford to pay the tolls.  That's one 
aspect of it.  Meaning if you had the money you could pay the tolls, you would enjoy the free 
ride.  Well, not free.  You paid for it, but those who could not afford the tolls which had to 
endure the longer tour, the longer rides, the longer delays, that's impact number one.  Impact 
Number 2 was the amount of people not going to businesses because of the tolls.  People going 
around the tolls that normally would go one place or another and all of a sudden didn't go 
there at all.  So those are just a couple of the things that struck me as far as your poll is 
concerned.  671 or 700 people out of the thousands of cars that went through those tolls every 
day, and not knowing who was called, what time of day they were called, what people were 
talked to, I'm not questioning it.  I just don't have much faith in tolls because of the ability to be 



manipulated as I learned when I was in college.  My next aspect that I'm going to touch on is a 
very touchy one, and it deals with a conflict of interest, and I have a solution.  Right now 
there's before somewhere in Richmond, a proposal was made to turn around and designate a 
surrogate to vote on the different aspects of Towne Bank because of all the members of the 
Towne Bank, what is the word, Directors that are here on this Committee, and I think one of 
the simplest things to eliminate all of this conflict of interest stories that are going around and 
a strong interest from different organizations around the State that are watching trying to 
figure out what you people are doing, anyways, the simple solution to this problem would be 
very simple as far as I'm concerned.  Someone here on the Board turn around and make a 
motion to have Towne Bank eliminated from consideration.  I think that would eliminate that 
whole problem.  I think my time has ran up. 
 
Ms. Donna Sayegh 
Portsmouth Citizen 
Good morning.  My name is Donna Sayegh and I'm from Portsmouth, and I really appreciated 
the Mayor or the Chair of York County to address not understanding what's going on in the 
HRTAC because the citizens had a real problem with that law in the first place because a team 
went to the General Assembly to question this creation of this Commission, and one of the 
issues that went to the Subcommittee was about bonding.  So the real reason the HRTAC 
Commission was created was how to get the money allotted to where it needs to go and 
combine all that together, so when they created it, they wanted to make a great big 
Commission like we're having right now with everybody they can think of to represent 
everybody so they have a worried about how much money is going to be spent and where it's 
going and all that.  So they had to make a great big bureaucracy to have instead an Ad hoc 
Committee where they could just have bonding about the money, but they had to make a whole 
tier of everything so that they could get their little two cents worth in.  So they expanded to 
make this great big Commission instead of making an Ad hoc Committee for funding.  And the 
body voted to be separate.  They didn't want to connect with the other team members.  They 
want to be off by themselves in their little Commission.  So now it's coming around full circle, 
communication is not happening.  I'm really in for communication.  That's my favorite thing – 
communication and relationships.  And it's just showing we ain't having either one because the 
legislation made a law and now we're trying to apply it and everybody's got to have their little 
two cents in to have their voices heard, and the citizens are being neglected in the whole deal 
because our team went to Richmond and we were just blown off and they made their own laws 
and now here I am speaking in front of y'all and trying to learn how to do it.  So thanks for 
listening. 

 
 


