
HRTPO Citizen Transportation Advisory Committee – January 9, 2014 
 

AGENDA ITEM #6: SUMMARY MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 10, 2013 CTAC MEETING 
 
SUBJECT: 

Summary Minutes of the October 10, 2013 CTAC meeting. 
 
BACKGROUND:  

Summary Minutes of the Citizen Transportation Advisory Committee meeting held on 
October 10, 2013. 
 
Attachment 6 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

Approve the minutes. 
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Summary Minutes of the 
HRTPO Citizen Transportation 

Advisory Committee (CTAC) Meeting 
October 10, 2013 

 
The HRTPO Citizen Transportation Advisory Committee (CTAC) Meeting was called to 
order at 12:02 p.m. in the Regional Building Board Room, 723 Woodlake Drive, 
Chesapeake, Virginia, with the following in attendance: 
 
HRTPO CTAC Members in Attendance: 
Shepelle Watkins-White, Chair (CH) 
John Kish (CH) 
Bernie Whitlock (CH) 
Teresa Schmidt (HA) 
Michael Jones (IW) 
Don Cherry (JC) 
Carlton Hardy (NN) 
Yukari Hughes (NN) 
Randy Lougee (NO) 
 
HRTPO CTAC Members Absent: 
Philip Olekszyk (GL) 
Sharyn Fox (NN) 
William Christopher (NO) 
Robbyn Gayer (NO) 
Barry Dunn (PQ) 

James Openshaw (NO) 
Theresa Danaher (PO) 
Kirsten Tynch (PO) 
Angie Bezik (VB)* 
Casey Funk (VB) 
Delceno Miles (VB) 
Allan Parrott (VB) 
Henry Lewis (YK)  
 
 
 
Richard Green (SU) 
Greg Edwards (VB) 
Jay Ford (VB) 
John Malbon (VB) 
Dewey Hurley (WM) 

  
HRTPO Staff: 
Dwight Farmer 
Camelia Ravanbakht 
Kendall Miller  
 

 
Brian Chenault 
Brian Miller 
Theresa Jones 

* New CTAC Member Angie Bezik (VB) will be approved by the HRTPO Board at its October 
17, 2013 meeting; therefore, she is not permitted to vote until the next CTAC meeting. 

 
Others Recorded Attending: 
Quan Williams (VA New Majority); Ronald Broughton (HRT TRAC) 
 
Resolution of Condolence 
 
Chair Shepelle Watkins-White recited the Resolution of Condolence that was prepared for 
the family of Mr. Howard Manly, an original CTAC Member. 
 
Public Comment Period 
 
There were no public comments.   
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Submitted Public Comments 
 
There was one submitted public comment submitted by CTAC member Carlton Hardy.  Ms. 
Kendall Miller, HRTPO Public Involvement & Title VI Administrator, noted that HRTPO staff 
addressed several questions raised by Mr. Hardy with the remaining transmitted to Mr. 
Eric Stringfield of the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) who will provide a 
response.  Mr. Hardy’s comments were also included in the October 2013 HRTPO Board 
Agenda.  CTAC members will be receiving a copy of this agenda with highlighted action 
items. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Chair Watkins-White asked for any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Hearing none, Ms. 
Kirsten Tynch Moved to approve the agenda as written; seconded by Ms. Theresa Danaher.  
The Motion Carried. 
 
Summary Minutes of July 11, 2013 CTAC Meeting 
 
Chair Watkins-White asked for any additions or corrections to the July 11, 2013 minutes.  
Hearing none, Ms. Tynch Moved to approve the minutes as written; seconded by Ms. Teresa 
Schmidt.  The Motion Carried.  
 
History of CTAC and Membership Update 
 
Dr. Camelia Ravanbakht, HRTPO Deputy Executive Director, reported that following the 
2007 HRTPO Quadrennial Federal Certification Review, the Citizen Transportation 
Advisory Committee (CTAC) was established and held its first meeting on March 11, 2010.  
As outlined in the HRTPO CTAC Bylaws, “The mission of the Hampton Roads Citizen 
Transportation Advisory Committee (CTAC) is to provide the Hampton Roads 
Transportation Planning Organization (HRTPO) with a citizen’s viewpoint on regional 
transportation issues, strategies, funding, priorities, and the decision-making process of the 
HRTPO.”    
 
She indicated that since its inception, the CTAC has served as a strong advocate on behalf of 
the citizens of Hampton Roads.  Through its assistance, the citizens’ voice and viewpoint 
have been heard by the HRTPO leadership and decision makers through a number of 
initiatives.  Integral to this success has been the efforts and commitment of individual 
members.  In 2013, the HRTPO CTAC welcomed ten new members from seven Hampton 
Roads cities.  With regret, 2013 also brought the passing of two founding CTAC members, 
Howard F. Manly and Raynor A.K. Taylor.  She noted that in September 2013, the CTAC 
added Angie Bezik to its membership who will receive official HRTPO Board approval at its 
October 17, 2013 meeting. 
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Public Involvement and Community Outreach Activities 
 
Ms. Kendall Miller, HRTPO Public Involvement & Title VI Administrator, stated it was an 
HRTPO priority to continually strengthen its Public Involvement Program by enhancing its 
relationship with the citizens of Hampton Roads and engaging them during and throughout 
the development of plans, programs, and other HRTPO initiatives. 
 
The HRTPO’s FY 2013 Public Involvement Program included a number of initiatives and 
activities geared toward achieving this goal, including a revamped Public Participation Plan 
(PPP), an enhanced Title VI/LEP Plan, the initial development of the 
HRTPO/Environmental Justice (EJ) Methodology Tool, and the new HRTPO website.  
 
She reported that the HRTPO must follow federal mandates that require the HRTPO to 
implement Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by assuring that all residents of Hampton 
Roads are represented fairly and not discriminated against in the transportation planning 
and capital investment process and assure that EJ, as outlined by the 1994 President’s 
Executive Order, is integrated into the HRTPO’s planning and outreach practices.  In an 
effort to reach out and engage as many members of the EJ community as possible in the 
decision-making process, the HRTPO has established the Environmental Justice 
Roundtable.  The first meeting was held on March 12, 2012 and contributed to: 
 

• HRTPO 2012 Public Participation Plan 
• HRTPO 2012 Title VI and Limited English Proficiency Plan 
• HRTPO LRTP Community Visioning Survey 

 
She noted the second meeting convened on September 12, 2013 with five additional 
meetings to be held during FY 2014. 
 
Ms. Miller reported on the HRTPO’s civic engagement and its increasing presence on 
Facebook and Twitter 
 
Mr. Brian Chenault, HRTPO Community Outreach Planner, reported that HRTPO staff has 
created a community outreach program that resulted in a number of activities and 
initiatives throughout FY 2013.   
 
He outlined various activities including: 
 

• Community conversations  
• Presentations to Community Groups 
• Outreach to interested/affected parties on HRTPO special/technical reports 
• Participation in various local events 
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Mr. Chenault indicated that in FY 2014, HRTPO staff will: 
 

• Continue with its events, meetings/presentations, and special report outreach 
• Provide a greater social media presence 
• Provide community webpages 
• Refine current resources 

 
Ms. Schmidt suggested notifying the respective CTAC member when an item relating to 
their locality is to be presented at a given CTAC meeting.  Dr. Ravanbakht agreed with her 
recommendation. 
 
Mr. Carlton Hardy asked for the definition of Environmental Justice.  Ms. Miller replied that 
Environmental Justice is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people 
affected by the HRTPO’s planning activities and programs.  It includes, but is not limited to, 
people of special needs, children, the elderly, minorities, single parent households, and 
those with limited English proficiency.  It is not an established law; however, it is in the 
spirit of Title VI, part of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which assures that all residents are not 
discriminated against the implementation of any program funded by federal dollars. 
 
Mr. Hardy inquired as to whether the volunteer community was considered a part of 
Environmental Justice as they would be impacted by tunnel tolls.  Ms. Miller replied the 
volunteer community was not in and of itself a part of the EJ community; however, she 
offered to discuss it further with him after the meeting. 
 
Mr. Henry Lewis recommended HRTPO staff publish a schedule of their public presentation 
itinerary.   
 
Chair Watkins-White expressed her gratitude to HRTPO staff for its increased activity in 
public involvement. 
 
2040 LRTP Visioning Survey Report: Final 
 
Ms. Theresa Jones, HRTPO Transportation Engineer, reported that HRTPO staff conducted a 
Visioning Survey as part of the development of the Vision & Goals for the 2040 Long-Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP).  The survey was utilized as a tool to gather public input to 
assist in defining a vision for the 2040 LRTP and to help identify projects needed to 
improve the transportation infrastructure in Hampton Roads.  The survey began on 
October 10, 2012 and ran through December 31, 2012.   
 
Ms. Jones stated participants were asked 20 questions to help HRTPO staff capture 
opinions and perspectives on transportation issues across the region with a total of 1,805 
responses received and analyzed.   
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Key findings from the Survey included: 
 

• Top Transportation Problems in Hampton Roads: 
o Traffic Congestion 
o Poor Pavement Condition 
o Lack of Public Transportation 

 
• How Should Tax Dollars be Spent in Hampton Roads: 

o Light Rail 
o Highway Construction 
o Passenger Rail 

 
She indicated a copy of the 2040 LRTP Visioning Survey Final Report may be accessed at: 
http://hrtpo.org/uploads/docs/TTAC090413/090413TTAC-Enclosure%2013-
2040%20LRTP%20Visioning%20Survey%20Final%20Report.pdf.  
 
Ms. Yukari Hughes inquired as to whether any demographic information was collected 
from the survey respondents.  Ms. Miller replied that this data was not gathered because a 
valid reason is required to attain such information.  She noted that HRTPO staff overlaid 
demographic information with survey respondents in order to acquire a better 
understanding of who participated. 
 
Mr. Hardy stated the Daily Press had printed that the survey was not statistically valid and 
asked for clarification.  Dr. Ravanbakht replied the survey was web-based and not 
statistically valid.   
 
Chair Watkins-White inquired as to the composition of the survey questions.  Ms. Jones 
replied HRTPO staff used a combination of multiple choice and open ended questions. 
 
Ms. Danaher asked how the results fit into the decision making process.  Dr. Ravanbakht 
replied the HRTPO staff updates the Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) every four 
years and engages in numerous outreach efforts.  Staff will review suggestions and many 
will eventually be incorporated into the candidate project list.  The projects will then be 
evaluated and prioritized.  
 
Mr. Hardy asked whether an effort had been established to enlist the various Chambers of 
Commerce to incorporate HRTPO data into their respective legislative packages.  Dr. 
Ravanbakht replied the idea had merit and was worth considering.   
 
Dr. Don Cherry asked if the news media was involved in order to promote the survey.  Ms. 
Miller responded affirmatively, and replied that the HRTPO paid to place banner ads on the 
Pilot-Online, and several news articles were written as a courtesy to the HRTPO. 
 
Ms. Delceno Miles commented that the survey was an excellent baseline.  She suggested 
having a greater presence in social media to engage today’s youth. 
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HB2313 HRTF Revenues: Resolution 
 
Dr. Camelia Ravanbakht, HRTPO Deputy Executive Director, reported that in recent HRTPO 
Board meetings, the Board was briefed on programming options that would maximize the 
“regional” component of the HB2313 transportation revenues.  The legislation dedicates 
two revenue streams to the Hampton Roads Transportation Fund (HRTF) and prescribes 
the HRTPO to have full purview and discretion on how and when to spend these dollars.  
Beginning in FY 2014, HRTF funding will be approximately $179 million, growing to $234 
million in FY 2019, generating approximately $5.5 billion over the next twenty years for 
regional transportation projects that provide the greatest impact on reducing congestion as 
prescribed in HB2313. 
 
During the July 18, 2013 meeting, members of the Hampton Roads General Assembly 
Delegation specified the intent was that the HRTF revenues prescribed in the HB2313 
legislation would be used, in the most effective manner possible, to fund transportation 
projects that provide the greatest impact on reducing congestion.  They also clarified it was 
not their intent that the HRTF be used to fund projects in every locality within Planning 
District 23, but rather to fund projects that are significant to the region as a whole. 
 
She stated the purpose of HRTPO Resolution 2013-06, approved by the Board on 
September 19, 2013, was to confirm the intent of the HRTPO Board regarding the use of 
HRTF revenues. 
 
In a related matter, HRTPO staff is currently developing a list of HRTF candidate projects 
for the HRTPO Board to consider at its meeting on October 17, 2013.   
 
Chair Watkins-White asked whether the HRTPO Board would take action on the HRTF 
candidate projects at the October meeting.  Mr. Dwight Farmer, HRTPO Executive Director, 
replied affirmatively, and stated the HRTPO Board will be requested to support the package 
of projects and initiate dialogue with the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) 
and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to work through the details regarding 
funding and construction.  He noted the HRTPO Board will be informed that the package 
does not preclude bonding or Public-Private Partnerships (P3s), and indicated it will be a 
long and complex process.   
 
Chair Watkins-White suggested the CTAC members consider submitting written comments 
or attending the HRTPO Board meeting on October 17, 2013. 
 
Chair Watkins-White stated that previous prioritization work assisted in establishing the 
groundwork in terms of HRTF priorities and requested an update for the January CTAC 
meeting. 
 
Future CTAC Meeting Agenda Items 
 
Chair Watkins-White highlighted the agenda items for the next CTAC meeting. 
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For Your Information 
 
Chair Watkins-White noted the items in the For Your Information section of the agenda 
packet.   
 
Old/New Business 
 
Ms. Danaher asked whether HRTPO staff had any details regarding a comment that was 
made at a recent Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) meeting that prompted a 
letter by Mayor William Sessoms of Virginia Beach.  Ms. Miller asked Ms. Danaher for the 
website that contained the information.  Ms. Danaher noted she was unable to locate any 
specific details on the CTB’s website.   
 
Dr. Ravanbakht stated it was her understanding that the letter was in response to a CTB 
meeting that took place several months ago. 
 
Ms. Miles inquired as to the status of creating an Urban Crescent outreach effort.  Mr. 
Farmer replied the Urban Crescent had accomplished its mission. 
 
Ms. Angie Bezik asked whether it was worthwhile to maintain the Urban Crescent 
relationships.  Mr. Farmer replied affirmatively.   
 
Adjournment  

With no further business to come before the Citizen Transportation Advisory Committee, 
the meeting adjourned at 1:40 p.m. 
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