
HRTPO Transportation Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – January 4, 2017 

AGENDA ITEM #23: FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 
A. FRANKLIN AND SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY ADDED TO HAMPTON ROADS MPA 

 
The City of Franklin and Southampton County requested that the Hampton Roads 
metropolitan planning area (MPA) be expanded to include the portion of each of their 
jurisdictions situated east of U.S. Route 258 and that their localities be added as full 
members of the HRTPO.   
 
The key steps of this process included the following: 

 
• Resolutions from the City of Franklin and Southampton County requesting to 

become members of the HRTPO 
 

• HRTPO resolution supporting expansion of the MPA to include the City of 
Franklin and Southampton County and the addition of the City of Franklin and 
Southampton County to the membership of the HRTPO 
 

• Governor’s approval of the expanded MPA 
 

The HRTPO Board approved Resolution 2016-04 during its meeting on September 15, 
2016 and forwarded the resolution, the resolutions from Franklin and Southampton 
County, and a map showing the proposed expansion of the MPA to the Governor’s office 
on September 27, 2016.  Attached is a letter from Secretary of Transportation Aubrey 
Layne stating that the MPA expansion was approved. 
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B. FY 2016 ANNUAL OBLIGATION REPORT 

 
In accordance with federal regulations, within 90 calendar days following the end of the 
federal fiscal year (the federal fiscal year runs from October 1 through September 30), 
the state, public transportation operators, and the MPO shall cooperatively develop a 
listing of projects for which federal funds were obligated during that federal fiscal year.  
The listing, referred to as an Annual Obligation Report (AOR), shall be published or 
otherwise made available in accordance with the MPO’s public participation criteria for 
the TIP. 
 
The FY 2016 AOR was posted on the HRTPO website on December 15, 2016.  The AOR 
may be accessed at: http://www.hrtpo.org/page/annual-obligation-report/. 
 

C. HAMPTON ROADS TRANSPORTATION OPERATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the Hampton Roads Transportation Operations (HRTO) Subcommittee 
meeting of October 11, 2016 are attached. 
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DRAFT HRTO Minutes - October 11, 2016 

Sandy Bottom, Hampton, VA 

Meeting was opened by Robert Lewis and he gave the opportunity for public comment.  Donna Sayegh 

from Portsmouth shared a letter with concerns (copy attached), specifically concentrating on concerns 

about Q-free roads and signal upgrades in Portsmouth. 

 Meeting officially began with discussion from Robert Lewis about how to migrate as a whole 

into statewide ATMS (Advanced Traffic Management System). 

o The hope is to have a new active ATMS within 16 months, the goal being easier 

communication in the future between VDOT and locality as well as between locality and 

locality. 

o New ATMS will be all real time updates, with that info eventually guiding real time 

transportation decisions for VDOT and localities. 

o The FHWA is in support of higher integration and suggested the possibility of an 

opportunity for Federal funding. 

o A list of survey questions to assess integration needs and priorities was distributed and 

discussed briefly and addressed again at a later time. 

o Question was posed: What is the operational strategy?  It is difficult to know how to 

move forward without a scope of services from the consultant involved.   

o Cameras will be integrated at localities where this is available. 

o There is a mobile app for this being developed for the public that will be hopefully 

released in May. 

o The scope of concept for the ATMS will be emailed prior to the next meeting. 

 Vehicle Pre-emption funds 

o At each locality – how should funds be spent? 

 It is not designated specifically between vehicles or signals, many localities had 

different preferences and it was decided that each will use the funds as they see 

fit. 

 It was suggested that research be done into piggybacking onto existing 

purchasing contracts.  Specifically, the language allowing this to happen may 

have been removed from the procurement documents of VDOT documents and 

some other localities. 

 HRTPO report given  

 FYI 

o Next meeting will be in Suffolk to include a tour of their new Operations Facility 
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D. HRTPO 2016 FEDERAL PLANNING REVIEW CERTIFICATION REPORT 
 
In a letter dated November 22, 2016 (attached), the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) state that they had determined 
that the transportation planning process of the Hampton Roads Transportation 
Management Area meets the requirements of the Metropolitan Planning Rule at 23 CFR 
Part 450 Subpart C and 49 CFR Part 613 and, therefore, certified the transportation 
planning process of the HRTPO. 
 
The letter makes particular note of issues related to HRTPO membership and voting 
rights with regard to the City of Franklin and Southampton County.  It should be noted 
that the HRTPO was proactive in rectifying the issues related to Franklin and 
Southampton County, which included the following items: 
 

• 10/15/14 – HRTPO coordinated a meeting with representatives from Franklin, 
Southampton County, VDOT, DRPT, and FHWA to discuss possible advantages 
and disadvantages of expanding the Hampton Roads Metropolitan Planning Area 
(MPA) to include Franklin and Southampton County. 
 

• 6/24/16 – HRTPO coordinated a meeting with representatives from Franklin 
and Southampton County to discuss the key steps involved in extending the 
Hampton Roads MPA to include the two localities; those steps being: 

o Resolutions from Franklin and Southampton County requesting to join 
the HRTPO 

o HRTPO resolution supporting expansion of the MPA to include Franklin 
and Southampton County 

o Governor’s approval of the expanded MPA 
 

• 7/21/16 – HRTPO Board approved amended and restated Memoranda of 
Agreement (MOA) with Franklin and Southampton County to provide 
clarification on the implementation of the MOAs between the HRTPO and the 
two localities originally executed in July 2013. 
 

• 8/22/16 – Southampton County Board of Supervisors approved a resolution 
petitioning the HRTPO to amend its bylaws to provide for full membership for 
Southampton County and requesting that the MPA be revised to include all 
unincorporated areas of the County situated east of U.S. Route 258. 
 

• 8/22/16 – Franklin City Council approved a resolution petitioning the HRTPO to 
amend its bylaws to provide for full membership for the City of Franklin and 
requesting that the MPA be revised to include all incorporated areas of the City 
situated east of U.S. Route 258. 

 
• 9/15/16 – HRTPO Board approved a resolution supporting the expansion of the 

Hampton Roads MPA to include the portions of the City of Franklin and 
Southampton County situated east of U.S. Route 258 and adding members from 
each locality – with full voting rights – to the HRTPO Board, Transportation 
Technical Advisory Committee, and Citizen Transportation Advisory Committee. 
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• 9/15/16 – In accordance with the HRTPO Bylaws, a draft copy of the Bylaws 

showing a proposed amendment to incorporate the City of Franklin and 
Southampton County as members with full voting rights was provided to the 
Board and made available for public review. 

 
• 9/27/16 – HRTPO forwarded its resolution, the resolutions from Franklin and 

Southampton County, and a map showing the proposed expansion of the MPA to 
the Governor’s office. 

 
• 10/20/16 – HRTPO Board approved the amended Bylaws to incorporate he City 

of Franklin and Southampton County as members with full voting rights. 
 
• 11/15/16 – Letter from Secretary of Transportation Aubrey Layne documented 

that the MPA expansion was approved. 
 
The complete Certification Review Summary Report may be accessed at:  
http://www.hrtpo.org/uploads/docs/HR Certification Summary Report.pdf  
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E. VTRANS 2025 MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN COORDINATION MEETING 
 
The Virginia Office of Intermodal Planning and Investment, alongside local 
stakeholders, has developed draft recommendations for the VTrans 2025 Multimodal 
Transportation Plan (VMTP).  The VMTP 2025 Needs for Corridors of Statewide 
Significance (CoSS), Regional Networks, and Urban Development Areas (UDAs) were 
developed in 2015.  These 2025 Needs were consolidated across different travel 
markets and divided into three tiers.  The 2025 draft project recommendations for the 
Tier 1 needs have been developed.  These draft recommendations will be available for 
review and discussion at an Open House from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
February 1, 2017, at the Regional Building Board Room (see Announcements). 
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