
HRTPO Transportation Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – January 4, 2017 

AGENDA ITEM #17: REQUEST FOR HRTPO RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR SUFFOLK 
TO RECEIVE FTA FUNDING 
LJ Hansen, Suffolk 

 
The Urbanized Area Formula Funding program (49 U.S.C. 5307) provides federal resources 
to urbanized areas and governors for transit capital and operating assistance and for 
transportation-related planning.  Currently, Hampton Roads Transit (HRT) is the only 
designated recipient of Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 5307 funds for the Virginia 
Beach Urbanized Area (UZA). 
 
Suffolk Transit was formed in January 2012, utilizing Virginia Regional Transit (VRT) as the 
City’s transit service provider, to provide fixed route and paratransit service to the core 
downtown service area.  Suffolk Transit is eligible to receive FTA 5307 funds and is in the 
process of becoming a designated recipient in the Virginia Beach UZA.  As part of the 
application process, the FTA requires a resolution of support from the appropriate 
metropolitan planning organization.  The City’s request for a resolution of support from the 
HRTPO is attached. 
 
Mr. LJ Hansen, Suffolk Assistant Director of Public Works, will brief the TTAC on this 
item. 
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RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

Recommend HRTPO Board approval of a resolution of support for the City of Suffolk to be 
made a designated recipient of FTA 5307 funds. 
 
 
  



CITY OF SUFFOLK
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS/ADMINISTRATION

442 W. Washington Street, Suffolk VA 23434
PHONE (757) st4-7687; FAX (7 s7) 514-7727

Novernber 28, 2016

Mr. Robert A. Crum, Jr.
Executive Director
Hampton Roads Transportation

Planning Organization
723 Woodlake Dr-
Chesapeake, V A 23320

RE: Resolution of Support for City of Suffolk to Receive FTA Funding

Dear Mr. Crum:

The City of Suffolk is engaged in the process of seeking federal transit assistance through the
Federal Transit Administration (FTA), specifically 5307 Urbanized Area Formula Grants. As
part of that application process, the FTA requires a resolution of support from the Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO), or in our case, the Hampton Roads Transportation Planning
Organization (HRTPO). To that end, the City of Suffolk respectfully requests a resolution from
the HRTPO supporting Suffolk's receipt of federal funding assistance as a designated recipient.

The Urbanized Area Formula Funding program (49 U.S.C. 5307) makes federal resources
available to urbanized areas and to govemors for transit capital and operating assistance in
urbanized .reas and for transportation-related planning. Funding is apportioned on the basis of
legislative formulas. For the Virginia Beach Urbanized Area (VB-UZA), the formula is based on
a combination of bus revenue vehicle miles, bus passenger miles, fixed guideway revenue
vehicle miles, and fixed guideway route miles, as well as population and population density.

Currently, Hampton Roads Transit (HRT) is the only designated recipient of program funding for
the VB-UZA. Prior to January of 2012, the City of Suffolk was a member of HRT and the funds
that were included in the allocation as a result of Suffolk's population and service, were utilized
by HRT to offset operating costs to the locality. In 2012, when Suffolk ceased to be a mernber
of HRT, the City did not immediately seek to become a federal fund recipient as there were
numerous regulatory and technical challenges that made it impractical at that time. The City
now wishes to pursue this funding source. While the City does currently receive state tmnsit
assistance, it has not received any federal transit assistance since 201 1. In the years since, HRT
has received the entire VB-UZA allocation.
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As part of the program application process and future annual submittals, the City of Suffolk
(Suffolk Transit) and HRT will prepare a split agreement letter that will identifu proportional
funding allocations for each agency. This is similar in practice to how HRT and WATA divided
program fu nding previously.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request. If you should have any questions or
concems regarding this request, please call me at (7 57) 514-7687.

Patrick Roberts, Suffolk City Manager
Eric T. Nielsen, Jr., PE, Director of Public Works
Camelia Ravanbakht, PHD, Deputy Executive Director, HRTPO
Michael S. Kimbrel, Principal Transportation Engineer, HRTPO

LJ Harlsen, P.E.
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