
HRTPO Transportation Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – October 3, 2012 

AGENDA ITEM #12: REVISING FUNCTIONAL CLASS DESIGNATIONS FOR MAP-21 
 
SUBJECT: 

Under MAP-21, all Principal Arterials will become part of the NHS. 
 
BACKGROUND: 

According to an FHWA memo dated September 5, 2012 (attached), MAP-21 includes the 
expansion of the National Highway System (NHS), the bulk of which will be the inclusion of 
all Principal Arterials in the NHS.  Only those highways which are part of the NHS are eligible 
for certain federal funds.  Given MAP-21’s NHS expansion, FHWA asked VDOT to provide any 
needed changes to the Principal Arterial system, and VDOT—in turn—asked the HRTPO for 
input concerning this matter. 
 
In response to the request from VDOT, HRTPO staff has: 
 

• Reviewed FHWA functional class guidelines 
• Reviewed recommendations submitted by HRTPO staff in 2006 
• Examined high-volume Minor Arterials 
• Examined existing classification maps for gaps 

 
As a result of this research, HRTPO staff has prepared a set of recommended additions to the 
region’s Principal Arterial system.   
 
Mr. Robert Case, Principal Transportation Engineer, will present the recommended additions 
to TTAC. 
 
Following TTAC and HRTPO Board action, any recommendations will be forwarded to VDOT. 
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RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

Approve the additions to the Principal Arterial system recommended by HRTPO staff. 
 
  



SENT BY ELECTRONIC MAIL

 
U.S. Department 
of Transportation     
Federal Highway     
Administration 

  
 

    Subject: ACTION:  Review of Principal Arterial Routes -  Date:    September 5, 2012 
  Due by September 20, 2012 
 
 
 
 
  In Reply   
       From: Gloria M. Shepherd  Refer to:  HEPP-10/HEPH-20 
 Associate Administrator for  
 Planning, Environment, and Realty 

  
 

           To: Division Administrators  
 Division Planners 
   

This memorandum is to request that each Division Office work with their respective State to 
review roads classified as principal arterial within the State and identify any functional 
classification changes needed to the principal arterial system.  A listing of any changes to the 
classification of principal arterials and the subsequent Division Office approval of any changes 
your State may request should be submitted by September 20, 2012.    
 
Section 1104 of the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21) requires the 
expansion of the National Highway System (NHS) and eliminates the statutory mileage cap.  
The expanded NHS System will become effective on October 1, 2012.  The bulk of the NHS 
expansion is a result of the inclusion of all principal arterials that are not a part of the current 
NHS, but will be added to the NHS on October 1, 2012.  The FHWA will use the 2011 Highway 
Performance Monitoring Submittal (HPMS) to identify these non-NHS principal arterials for 
inclusion into the System (when the 2011 HPMS is not available, FHWA will use the 2010 
HPMS in the interim).   
 
Because October 1 is quickly approaching, we request that the State provide you with any 
needed changes to the existing classification of principal arterials now so they can be 
incorporated into the expanded NHS maps that are currently being prepared by HEP.  
The State needs to coordinate with the Division Office to review the existing principal 
arterial highways to determine whether there is a need to reclassify any of the routes.  In 
reviewing and proposing any changes to the principal arterial system in non-urbanized 
areas, the State shall cooperate with responsible local officials affected by the change prior 
to submitting the proposed changes to the Division Office.  In the case of urbanized areas, 
the State shall cooperate with the MPO responsible for the area affected by the change.  
The Division Office needs to approve these functional classification changes by September 
20, 2012.  Any highway functional classification changes requested by the State should be 
consistent with the concepts, criteria and procedures for highway functional classification 
described in the FHWA Highway Functional Classification Manual.  It is expected that 
there should not be major changes to the principal arterial system within a given State as a 
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result of this review.  Also, because of the short timeframe Divisions may make a 
conditional approval of the States’ submittals subject to the expected MPO coordination 
for changes in the urbanized areas. 
 
By September 20, 2012, please provide the Office of Planning, Environment, and Realty a list of 
Division Office approvals of functional classification changes to principal arterials (including 
from/to termini, beginning and ending mile points, and any associated maps).  Please transmit 
the Division Office’s feedback and documentation pertaining to principal arterials to Mike 
Neathery. For additional information, please contact Harlan Miller at 202-366-0847 
harlan.miller@dot.gov or Mike Neathery at 202-366-1257 or mike.neathery@dot.gov. 
 
  
 References: 

 Functional Classification Manual, 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/processes/statewide/related/functional_classification/ 

 MAP-21, http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/map21/legislation.cfm  
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