
HRTPO Transportation Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – June 6, 2012 

AGENDA ITEM #11: OZONE ADVANCE PROGRAM: DEQ 
 
SUBJECT: 

Ozone Advance is an EPA program that encourages emission reductions in ozone attainment 
areas to maintain compliance with the 2008 ozone standard. 
 
BACKGROUND: 

On April 30, 2012, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator signed the 
notice that designates nonattainment areas for the 2008 Ozone National Ambient Air Quality 
Standard (NAAQS).  Hampton Roads is in attainment with regard to the 2008 standard. 
 
Ozone Advance is a program for which EPA recently finalized guidance.  The program would 
encourage emission reductions in ozone attainment areas to maintain compliance with the 
2008 Ozone NAAQS.  The goals of the program are: 
 

o Help attainment areas take action in order to keep ozone levels below the level of the 
2008 Ozone NAAQS, 

o Better position areas to remain in attainment, and 
o Efficiently direct available resources toward actions to address ozone problems 

quickly. 
 

Ozone Advance does not shield an area from being redesignated nonattainment if the area 
eventually violates the Ozone NAAQS.  However, the guidance for Ozone Advance states:  
Should a violation occur, EPA would consider the factors in section 107(d)(3)(A) of the Act.  
These include “air quality data, planning and control considerations, or any other air quality 
related considerations the Administrator deems appropriate.”  Where control measures are 
actively being implemented by program participants, EPA may allow time to determine 
whether such measures bring the area back into attainment. 
 
To participate, the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) will need to submit 
a letter notifying EPA of our intention to participate for each applicable area of the state.  
This letter should be submitted to EPA in the next 6 weeks.  In a relatively short amount of 
time (4-8 months), an action plan will need to be developed for each area, with the 
involvement of the local officials, the MPO, and the lead planning organization (LPO).  The 
action plan will need to supply technical information and provide the schedule of 
implementation for any selected voluntary measures.  The action plan will need to include 
public participation. 
 
Within a year, the final action plan will need to be submitted to EPA.  Annual updates for 
each plan are necessary.  Plans are not binding, nor are they SIP submittals.  EPA 
recommends that each area commit to implementation for a five year period.  If an area 
wants/needs to drop out of the program, there is no penalty. 
 
Mr. Tom Ballou, DEQ, will brief the TTAC on this item. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

For discussion and informational purposes. 
  




