
HRTPO Transportation Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – April 4, 2012 

AGENDA ITEM #11: VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF RAIL AND PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION: 
MAJOR PASSENGER RAIL INITIATIVES 

 
SUBJECT: 

There are several major passenger rail initiatives that will impact the Hampton Roads region. 
 
BACKGROUND: 

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) is working to increase 
access to passenger rail transportation to Virginia’s major population centers.  Several 
passenger rail initiatives affecting Hampton Roads are currently underway by DRPT.  
Current initiatives include: 
 

• Southeast High Speed Rail Corridor 
The Southeast High Speed Rail (SEHSR) Corridor is one of five originally proposed 
high speed passenger rail corridors designated by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation (USDOT) in 1992. In 1995, the SEHSR Corridor designation was 
extended from Richmond to Hampton Roads.  It is part of an overall plan to extend 
service from the existing high speed rail on the Northeast Corridor (Boston to 
Washington) to points in the Southeast. 
 

• Richmond/Hampton Roads Passenger Rail Project 
DRPT is investigating a program of rail improvements that will be necessary to 
accommodate frequent passenger trains in the Richmond/Hampton Roads study area.  
This study evaluates potential routes for higher speed rail service in both the 
Richmond to Petersburg to South Hampton Roads Corridor along Route 460/Norfolk 
Southern and the existing Amtrak Corridor from Richmond to Williamsburg to 
Newport News along I-64/CSX.  New passenger rail service in these locations could 
ultimately provide rail connections to the Southeast, Northeast, and Mid-Atlantic 
regions as an extension of the SEHSR currently being studied. 
 

• Amtrak Virginia Extension to Norfolk 
DRPT is working with Norfolk Southern, CSX, Amtrak, and the City of Norfolk to 
extend Richmond’s Amtrak Virginia regional passenger rail service, which began in 
July 2010, to Norfolk.  When complete, commuters will have a one-seat ride from 
Norfolk as far north as Boston.  The estimated start date for this new service is 
December 31, 2012. 
 

Mr. Kevin Page, DRPT Chief Operating Officer, will brief the TTAC on these initiatives. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

For discussion and informational purposes. 
 
  




