
HRTPO Transportation Technical Advisory Committee Meeting – January 4, 2012 

AGENDA ITEM #15: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NATIONAL AMBIENT AIR QUALITY 
STANDARD FOR OZONE: VDOT 

 
SUBJECT: The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has announced it will move forward with the implementation of the 2008 ozone standard of 75 parts per billion.  
BACKGROUND: On March 12, 2008, the EPA lowered the National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) for ground-level ozone to provide increased protection of public health and the environment.  The 8-hour ozone standard was lowered from 80 parts per billion (ppb) to 75 ppb.  As a first step in implementing the 2008 ozone standard, the EPA asked states to submit recommendations on the designation (nonattainment or attainment) of each area of the state, based on the new standard and the most recent three-year ozone monitor readings by March 12, 2009.  However, in September 2009, EPA announced it was reconsidering the 2008 ozone standard and took steps to delay the designation process for the 2008 ozone standard pending the outcome of the reconsideration.  It was expected that the EPA would lower the ozone standard from 75 ppb to 70 ppb in July 2011.  However, after a brief delay, on September 2, 2011, the Office of Management and Budget returned to the EPA the draft final rule addressing the reconsideration of the 2008 ozone standard.  On September 22, 2011, the EPA restarted the implementation of the 2008 standard by issuing a memorandum stating that it would proceed with initial area designations.  On November 21, 2011, Virginia submitted updated designations based on the assessment of preliminary 2009-2011 air quality data.  The attached letter from Mr. Shawn M. Garvin, EPA Region III Administrator, to Governor Robert McDonnell, includes an expression of appreciation for the recommendations on air quality designations submitted by Virginia on March 11, 2009 and November 21, 2011.  Mr. James Ponticello, VDOT Air Quality Program Manager, will brief the TTAC on this item.  Attachment 15  
RECOMMENDED ACTION: For discussion and informational purposes.    
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