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HRTPO Public Comment 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
RE: Public Comment Regarding Amending the HRTPO’s 2030 Constrained Long 
Range Transportation Plan (CLRTP)to include construction improvements for the 
Route 460 highway project 
 
 
 
HRTPO Staff Response:   
Thank you for your comments on amending the HRTPO’s 2030 Long Range Transportation 
Plan to include construction improvements for the Route 460 highway project.   Your 
comments will be distributed to members of the HRTPO TTAC for their consideration. 
 
The HRTPO appreciates your interest and participation in the regional transportation 
planning process in Hampton Roads. 
 
 
Name:  Raymond Taylor 
Date:  November 1, 2010 
Subject:  Amending the 2030 CLRTP 
 
Public Input Comment (Via E-mail) 
 This public comment input addresses subject Amendment as requested by the recent HRTPO Public Notice and by the VDOT Commissioner’s letter on the subject dated October 22, 2010. Comments follow:  1. Yes, I concur with the VDOT proposal and recommend that the TPO’s 2030 CLRP document be amended from listing Route 460 as a PE-only project to its listing as a construction improvement project.  2. For information, the Tri-Cities MPO (located in Petersburg at the western end of the Route 460 highway in question) has already included the Route 460 construction project in its 2031 CLRP document.  3. For information, one of the recommendations emanating, four years ago, from the previous Independent Review Panel for the Routs 460 project was to include it in both the Tri-Cities and Hampton Roads Long Range Plans.  4. When addressing this proposed Amendment, I strongly recommend introducing the need to include provisions for ensuring the future ability to use the median of a new Route 460 alignment as a rail bed for High Speed Rail services to and from Hampton Roads.   



 a. For substantial, understandable and valid reasons, the existing Norfolk Southern rail bed right-of-way between Suffolk and Petersburg along with its associated current and projected freight rail requirements is, and will not be, compatible with future high speed rail systems.    b. Such high speed rail systems, however, will be incrementally developed nationwide over the next 40 years and often on major segments of “greenfield” and/or new rights-of-way for rail.    c. If not careful and visionary, Virginia and Hampton Roads, in particular, could risk becoming one of only a few among the nation’s largest 50 metro areas that may not be in a position, over the next 40 years, to be able to incrementally develop genuine, multiple trains per day, Class 6, high speed rail service.    d. At the very least, this warrants full discussion at the regional (HRTPO) level and also among stakeholders at both the state and national levels as well.    e. As concerns the nationwide deep study effort now going on with the goal of developing a national high speed rail system, any short-sighted actions now, here in Hampton Roads, could be prejudicial to the potential future selection or option of a greenfield solution for high speed rail service to and from Southside Hampton Roads.  5. The VDOT Commissioner’s letter graciously foresees the active participation of the Hampton Roads TPO as essential to the success of the process.  This poses a welcome opportunity for our HRTPO organization.  6. When addressing this or any other proposed CLRP Amendment, the TPO must also reconcile and re-establish the federal “fiscal constraint” requirements of the Plan so as to ensure that realism is what guides the Amended Plan rather than allowing the Plan to become a wish list (See FHWA website requirements).  The addition of one or more projects will require the compensating deletion of one or more other projects.    a. The VDOT Commissioner’s letter states that VDOT will “develop financial documentation to demonstrate that construction of a new location for Route 460 is viable”.  Does this mean that the new Route 460 will be constructed with no federal or state level transportation funding?  Whatever the case may be, no public funding, some public funding, some delayed annual funding, etc., this new public funding, if any, needs to be included in the Amended CLRP with compensating adjustments made elsewhere.  7. The VDOT Commissioner’s letter refers to the TPO’s Long Range Plan as the CLRP (Constrained Long Range Plan) document.  The state, the Northern Virginia MPO (their TPB) and other MPOs in Virginia and around the nation regularly use the CLRP term.  Recommend that the Hampton Roads TPO begin, also, to use this more useful term. 
 



The HRTPO posted its Public Notice for this Route 460 Amendment item on October 27, 2010 
with the intention of closing the public comment period on November 10, 2010. I have seen no 
other public or email announcements for this relatively very significant topic.  It is essential that 
a wider audience for this topic be generated somehow.  At the end of the day, this project will 
require substantial public support and before that, it will require substantial public awareness 


