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The number of crashes statewide
increased by 17% between 1997
and 2006, outpacing the growth in
Hampton Roads (7%) during this
time.  
 
 

There were 32,019 traffic crashes
reported in Hampton Roads in
2006.  This is an average of 88
crashes every day of the year, or
one crash every 16 minutes.
Although the number of crashes in
Hampton Roads in 2006 is higher
than it was during the late 1990s,
the number of crashes has
decreased over 3% since 2004. 
 

Data source:  Virginia DMV. 
 
* A reported traffic crash according to the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles includes all 
crashes on public roadways that involve a fatality, injury, or estimated property damage of at 
least $1,000. 

Hampton Roads Annual Traffic Crashes*, 1997-2006 
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Traffic Crashes and Trends by Jurisdiction, 1997-2006 

Data source:  Virginia DMV, Hampton Roads Databook. 

4.9% 

94 
1.1% 139 

39.0% 
2.3% 

440 
6.2% 
6.6% 

3.3% 

33.0% 

321 
5.9% 

1,742 
43.5% 

13.2% 

3,442 
4.9% 

8,268 
14.9% 
3.5% 

1,052 
21.5% 

# of crashes in 2006 

Change in population, 1997-200616.3% 

LEGEND 

Change in crashes, 1997-2006 

SURRY 

SOUTHAMPTON 
FRANKLIN 

97 
28.7% 

5.6% 

SUFFOLK CHESAPEAKE 

VIRGINIA BEACH 

HAMPTON 
3,488 

6.6% 
0.6% 

PORTSMOUTH 

NEWPORT
NEWS 

4,258 
9.5% 
2.7% 

595 
24.0% 
15.6% 

YORK 

POQUOSON 

1,052 
21.5% 
16.3% 

NORFO
1,753 

2.4% 
2.6% 

LK 

5,400 
8.4% 
0.2% ISLE OF WIGHT 

JAMES 
CITY 

759 
30.4% 
34.2% 

WILLIAMSBURG 

171 
23.0% 
13.0% 

GLOUCESTER 

Of the 16 jurisdictions in Hampton
Roads, 10 experienced an increase
in crashes between 1997 and
2006.  Suffolk had the largest
percentage increase in crashes
(+43.5%), and Franklin had the
largest percentage decrease in
crashes (-28.7%).   
 
9 of the 16 Hampton Roads
jurisdictions experienced higher
growth in the percentage of traffic
crashes than their population
growth between 1997 and 2006. 
 
 
 





In 2006, 5.2% of all traffic crashes
in Hampton Roads involved trucks,
and 2.8% of all vehicles involved in
crashes were trucks.  The
percentage of crashes that
involved trucks was lower in
Hampton Roads than in Virginia
and the Northern Virginia,
Richmond Regional, and Roanoke
Valley-Alleghany planning districts.
However, only Northern Virginia
had a greater discrepancy between
the percentage of crashes that
involved trucks and the percentage
of travel by trucks.   
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Hampton Roads Crashes by Number of Vehicles Involved 
2004-2006 
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Two-thirds of all crashes in
Hampton Roads between 2004
and 2006 involved two vehicles.
22% of all crashes regionwide
involved a single vehicle, and
almost 12% involved three or
more vehicles.   
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Single vehicle crashes were much
more prevalent statewide (29.6%)
than in Hampton Roads between
2004 and 2006, while two vehicle
crashes were less prevalent
statewide (61.0%). 
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Data source:  VDOT. 

Percentage of Crashes and VMT that Involve Trucks, 
Virginia and Select Planning Districts, 2006 
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