HAMPTON ROADS METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

ITEM #17J
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Letter from Secretary Pierce Homer Regarding
Federal Stimulus Package



COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Office of the Governor

Pierce R. Homer PO. Box 1475 (804) 786-8032
Secretary of Transportation Richmond, Virginia 23218 Fax: (804) 786-6683

TTY: (800) 828-1120

April 6, 2009

The Honorable Charles J. Colgan The Honorable Lacey E. Putney
Chairman, Senate Finance Chairman, House Appropriations
10677 Aviation Lane Post Office Box 127

Manassas, Virginia 20110 Bedford, Virginia 24523

The Honorable Yvonne B. Miller The Honorable Joe T. May
Chairwoman, Senate Transportation Chairman, House Transportation
Post Office Box 452 Post Office Box 2146

Norfolk, Virginia 23510 Leesburg, Virginia 20177

Dear Chairs:

Item 436 H of the Appropriation Act directs the Secretary of Transportation to
provide you with “a prioritized and comprehensive listing of transportation projects that
would be ready to be advertised if funding were to become available in the federal
stimulus package, regardless of whether or not final criteria have been released.”

Since the General Assembly adopted this amendment, the final criteria have been
adopted by Congress and the U.S. Department of Transportation for most programs, and
the Commonwealth has made considerable progress in advancing numerous of
transportation projects, across all modes and across all regions. To inform this process,
the Governor instituted a public outreach program through www.stimulus.virginia.gov.
This process resulted in citizen requests for $194 billion in transportation projects. In
addition, the Transportation Secretariat has undertaken an extensive consultation and
outreach process involving:

e The entire Congressional delegation and their staff through periodic
briefings and teleconferences

e The United States Department of Transportation, the Federal Transit
Administration, and the Federal Highway Administration through
periodic, nationwide briefings and individual project and program queries

e The General Assembly through the Joint Commission on Transportation
Accountability and individual member requests
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e The Commonwealth Transportation Board through monthly briefings and
individual member requests

e The Metropolitan Planning Organizations through teleconferences and
individual organizational requests

e Local governments through the Virginia Association of Counties and the
Virginia Municipal League and individual locality requests

e Industry providers through the Virginia Transportation Construction
Alliance and other specialized industry groups

The success of the transportation component of the Recovery Act in Virginia
requires active communication among all seven entities listed above, followed by timely
project execution by VDOT, DRPT, or the relevant transportation agency or locality.

Within this process, a collaborative approach to project prioritization is underway,
and the following attachments summarize that approach as it stands today:

Attachment A summarizes Recovery Act aviation funding to Virginia. These
projects were directly selected by the Federal Aviation Administration.

Attachment B summarizes Recovery Act public transportation funding to major
transit properties in Virginia. These projects were directly selected by the
individual transit commissions.

Attachment C summarizes possible Recovery Act public transportation funding
to rural and small urban transit properties in Virginia. Final project decisions
will be made by the Commonwealth Transportation Board in response to
individual grant requests from transit operators.

Attachment D summarizes possible Recovery Act enhancement funding in
Virginia. This is a mandatory requirement of the Recovery Act, and final project
decisions will be made by the Commonwealth Transportation Board.
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Attachment E summarizes mandatory Recovery Act funding distributions in
Virginia. In the five urbanized areas in Virginia with populations greater than
200,000 the Metropolitan Planning Organizations will make project decisions
totaling approximately $117.8 million. In addition, the Commonwealth
Transportation Board will make approximately $90.5 million in project decisions
in urbanized areas with populations less than 200,000. In all cases, the individual
Metropolitan Planning Organization and the Commonwealth Transportation
Board must concur in the final project selection.

Attachment F summarizes proposed Recovery Act funding for 119 small,
structurally deficient bridges in Virginia. These projects were developed based on
the quantitative deficiency rating of the bridge as well as a finding that all
permits, rights-of-way, and utility issues could be resolved within the requisite
time frame. The Commonwealth Transportation Board has the final jurisdiction
over these projects and will consider them at its April 16 meeting.

Attachment G summarizes proposed Recovery Act funding for approximately
430 lane miles of interstate and primary highway paving. These projects were
developed based on the quantitative deficiency rating of the pavement as well as a
finding that all permits, rights-of-way, and utility issues could be resolved within
the requisite time frame. The Commonwealth Transportation Board has the final
jurisdiction over these projects and will consider them at its April 16 meeting.

Attachment H summarizes possible Recovery Act funding to serve up to five
military installations undergoing substantial employment growth under the federal
Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Act. These projects are being developed
based on the need to serve the nearly 25,000 Department of Defense employees at
new locations within the Commonwealth. Discussions and evaluations of these
projects are ongoing with the Department of Defense and the affected localities
and metropolitan planning organizations. The Commonwealth Transportation
Board has the final jurisdiction over these projects and may consider some or all
at its April 16 meeting.

Attachment I summarizes possible Recovery Act funding to serve freight and
passenger rail needs in the Heartland, [-95 and I-81/Rt. 29 corridors. These
projects could be funded by flexing Recovery Act highway funds into freight and
passenger rail projects. These projects are being developed in accordance with
the adopted statewide rail plan and previous policy guidance from the General
Assembly and Congress. The Commonwealth Transportation Board has the final
jurisdiction over these projects and may consider some or all at its April 16
meeting.
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Attachment J summarizes possible candidate highway projects for Recovery Act
funding. These candidate projects include additional paving, bridge repair,
congestion relief, and economic development projects. These projects are being
developed in consultation with the Congressional Delegation, the General
Assembly (through the Joint Commission on Transportation Accountability), the
affected localities and metropolitan planning organizations, the highway
construction industry and the Federal Highway Administration. The
Commonwealth Transportation Board has the final jurisdiction over these projects
and may consider some or all at its April 16.

In addition to the above project considerations, the Transportation Secretariat is
devoting considerable attention to three very important aspects of the Recovery Act.

The first aspect is the approximately $1.5 billion in nationwide competitive
grants. We are actively considering and working on proposals for various transportation
modes, as well as our neighboring states, to advance the long-term economic and
transportation interests of the Commonwealth through this nationwide program.

The second aspect is the approximately $9.3 billion in nationwide funding for
high speed rail, intercity rail, and Amtrak. We are actively working to define and
advance the long-term economic and transportation interests of the Commonwealth
through this very promising, nationwide program.

The third aspect is the need for transparency and accountability in the use of
Recovery funds. We are committed to continuing public participation and transparency
through the Governor’s Website, and the Commonwealth Transportation Board website.
While these project listings reflect where we are today, additional information and public
involvement may change the Board’s selections. We commit to keep you up to date as
the process moves forward.

[ trust this information is responsive to Item 436 H of the Appropriations Act and
look forward to any advice, guidance or questions regarding any individual projects or

our overall approach to implementing the transportation portion of the Recovery Act in
Virginia.

cerely,

Pierce R. Homer
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Attachments A through J

Cc: Commonwealth Transportation Board
Virginia Liaison Office
Metropolitan Planning Organizations
Virginia Municipal League
Virginia Association of Counties
Mr. Jason Powell
Ms. Anne Oman
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Attachment H

Possible Recovery Act BRAC Funding*
(25,000 Jobs by 2011)

Fort Lee (Richmond) — 7,800 BRAC Jobs
e Route 36 Corridor — Prince George County and City of Hopewell

Fort Eustis (Hampton Roads) — 1,700 BRAC Jobs
e Fort Eustis Blvd — York County and City of Newport News

Fort Belvoir (NOVa) — 11,900 BRAC Jobs
e Fairfax County Parkway — Fairfax County

Quantico (NOVa) — 2,500 BRAC Jobs
e Fuller Road Entrance — Prince William County

Defense Intelligence Agency — 1,000 BRAC Jobs
e Route 29 Entrance — Albermarle County

* Project funding decisions by the Commonwealth Transportation Board



Attachment |

Possible Recovery Act Rail/Highway Projects*
(Flexed from Recovery Act Highway Funding)

Route 28 Grade Crossing- Manassas

Route 164 Rail Relocation- Portsmouth Area

[-95 Third Track- Fredericksburg Area

[-95 Third Track- Alexandria Area

Route 630 rail crossing bridge- Stafford County

ACCA Yard intermodal and passenger rail design — Richmond Area

* Project funding decisions by the Commonwealth Transportation Board



Attachment J

Possible Additional Recovery Act Highway Projects*
(Note: Projects Vastly Exceed Available Funding)

Possible Additional Interstate Paving

e [-81- Smyth

e [-64- Goochland

e [-64- James City

e [-264- Portsmouth

e [-66 Pavement Reconstruction- Fairfax

Possible Additional Primary Paving

e Route 58- Henry

e Route 220- Henry

e Route 220- Botetourt

e Route 344- Halifax

e Route 501- Halifax

e Route 17- Caroline

e Route 3/17/1- Caroline

¢ Route 29- Madison

e Route 27/29/110/124/237/309- Arlington
e Route I- Fairfax

e Route 235/236/241/242- Fairfax

Possible Additional Urban Paving

e (ities in Hampton Roads

e Other City and Town Requests



Attachment J- Continued

Possible Additional Primary Construction

Route 58 widening- Washington

Route 208 Courthouse Bypass- Spotsylvania

Route 50 widening- Fairfax/Loudoun

Route 7 congestion management — Fairfax/Loudoun
Route 460 Parking Deck- Grundy

Route 83 reconstruction- Buchanan

Route 501 bridge rehabilitation- Lynchburg

Route 29/Gallows Road- Fairfax

Route 50/Glebe Road Bridge replacement- Arlington
Route 3 design/build- Spotsylvania

Route 221 widening- Roanoke

Route 253 Port Republic Road- Rockingham

Possible Additional Interstate Construction Projects

[-64 Shadwell-Albermarle

1-64/5" Street-Albermarle
1-64/Safety-Allegheny

[-295 Meadowville Interchange-Chesterfield

[-95 bridge replacement- Richmond

Possible Additional Urban Projects

e Witch Duck Road- Virginia Beach

e German School Road - Richmond



Attachment J- Continued

Possible Additional Urban Projects (continued)

e Lynnhaven Road- Virginia Beach

e Commander Shepard Blvd - Hampton

e Robertson Bridge- Danville

e Congestion management projects in urban areas

* Project funding decisions by the Commonwealth Transportation Board



