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ABSTRACT:

Isle of Wight County requested that the Hampton Roads
Transportation Planning Organization (HRTPO) staff
complete a corridor study for US Route 460 in Isle of
Wight County, from the City of Suffolk line to the
Southampton County line. This route serves as a major
thoroughfare between the Hampton Roads Southside
and points north and west. This task was included in the
HRTPO FY 2011 Unified Planning Work Program
(UPWP).

This study includes a safety analysis and capacity
analysis of the corridor to identify improvements that
would be necessary along the corridor in the next
twenty years if the new alignment of US Route 460
were not constructed. Thirteen intersections were
studied in detail along US Route 460. Capacity analysis
was performed for seven scenarios, in both the AM and
PM peak hours, to determine the extent of
improvements that will be necessary to maintain
acceptable traffic flow. These scenarios include the
2010 Existing, 2010 Optimized, 2030 No-Build (100%
Intermodal Park), 2030 No-Build (50% Intermodal Park),
2030 Countywide Transportation Plan (50% Intermodal
Park), 2030 HRTPO Staff Improvements (50%
Intermodal Park), and 2030 HRTPO Staff Expanded
Improvements (50% Intermodal Park).
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Introduction TPO>
Introduction not occur, traffic conditions along the existing corridor

Isle of Wight County requested that the Hampton Roads
Transportation Planning Organization (HRTPO) staff
perform a corridor study for US Route 460 in Isle of
Wight County, from the City of Suffolk line to the
Southampton County line. US Route 460 in Isle of Wight
County is primarily a four-lane, undivided highway and a
major commercial artery through the Town of Windsor.
It serves as a major thoroughfare between the Hampton
Roads Southside and points north and west and is also
an evacuation route. Weekday daily traffic volumes
along this corridor vary from about 9,700 vehicles per
day on the western end to about 14,000 vehicles per
day on the eastern end.

The fatality rate of the study corridor is nearly three
times greater than the Hampton Roads regional
average. In 2009, the Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT), upon completion of a safety
crash analysis of intersections in Isle of Wight County,
provided several interim safety measures along US
Route 460 within the Town of Windsor, including
limiting turning movements at the Court Street/Church
Street/Bank Street intersection, and recommended
completion of an access management study for the
town.

This study analyzes crash data along the study corridor
in order to identify causes and potential safety
countermeasures. Implementing small scale safety and
capacity improvements to the existing roadway may be
critical in order to facilitate safe and efficient movement
of people and goods into the future.

VDOT is currently in the process of obtaining approval
and funding for the new Route 460 Corridor
Improvement Project via a Public-Private Transportation
Agreement (PPTA). The new roadway would be a 55
mile limited access, 4-lane, divided highway built to
interstate design standards that connects 1-295 in Prince
George County to the US Route 58 bypass in the City of
Suffolk. VDOT has completed a conceptual level cost
estimate ranging from $1.5 to $2 billion (52012) and
anticipates tolls being a revenue source. If the
construction of the new US Route 460 alighment does

will continue to worsen. This study provides an analysis
of the existing morning and afternoon peak hour traffic
conditions as well as several future 2030 improvement
scenarios for US Route 460 without the new alignment.

This study builds on the HRTPO analysis completed in
June 2010 for the City of Suffolk for the US Route 460
corridor (Pruden Boulevard Corridor Study'). That study
provided recommendations to the US Route 460
corridor that extended from the Isle of Wight County
line to Godwin Boulevard in the City of Suffolk.

Corridors of Statewide Significance

The Virginia Office of Intermodal Planning and
Investment recently identified twelve Corridors of
Statewide Significance  within  VTrans2035, the
Commonwealth’s statewide long-range multimodal
transportation plan.? It is envisioned that high priority
multimodal projects within these corridors would be
given increased consideration for funding over single-
mode solutions. Within the eleven Corridors of
Statewide Significance, US Route 460 has been
identified as part of the “Heartland Corridor”, which
connects Hampton Roads to points in western Virginia,
West Virginia, and Kentucky and is paralleled by Norfolk
Southern's Heartland Corridor.

' Pruden Boulevard Corridor Study, HRTPO, June 2010.
? Northern Virginia North-South Corridor of Statewide
Significance, Commonwealth Transportation Board
Resolution, May 18, 2011.
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