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ABSTRACT

The City of Portsmouth requested a comprehensive study to identify the present and
long-term (2030) demand for crossing the Elizabeth River between the Midtown Tunnel
and the High Rise Bridge. An estimate of the latent crossing demand in the study area
and the ability of present and proposed facilities to accommodate this demand are
reviewed. Two alternative crossings not included in the region’s 2030 Long-Range
Transportation Plan were analyzed. Public transportation, bicycle, and pedestrian
modes for crossing this portion of the Elizabeth River were also reviewed.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Elizabeth River corridor between the Midtown Tunnel on the north and the High
Rise Bridge (I-64) on the south currently serves over a quarter-million vehicle trip
crossings each weekday. It boasts the tunnel with the highest weekday usage of the six
tunnels in the region (the Downtown Tunnel), three of the region’s five interstates (I-64,
[-264, and [-464), one of the region’s four toll facilities (Jordan Bridge), and one of the
region’s two commuter ferries (Elizabeth River Ferry).! Unfortunately, four of the five
crossings are also currently severely congested and the Jordan Bridge has a weight
restriction of only three tons.

Figure I. Elizabeth River Crossings Study Area
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Service across this portion of the Elizabeth River began with rowboat crossings in
1636.2 Ferry service then continued until 1955 and started up again in 1983. Highway
crossings began with the construction of the Jordan Bridge in 1928, with new crossings
being added every ten to fifteen years through 1987. Since 1987, no additional
crossings have been constructed. The region’s 2030 Long-Range Transportation Plan

! Interstates: 1-64, 1-264, 1-464, 1-564, and 1-664. Toll facilities: Jordan Bridge, Coleman Bridge,
Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel, Chesapeake Expressway. Commuter ferries: Elizabeth River Ferry and
Jamestown-Scotland Ferry.

2 Source: HRT staff and article “Ferries Have Long Run the Elizabeth River,” The Virginian Pilot, Oc. 6,
1996.





